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 June 4 & 5, Hosta Leaf Display & 

Plant Sale, Chicago Botanic Garden 

 June 15-18, American Hosta Socie-

ty Convention in St. Louis, MO  

 June 25, Annual Bus Tour to Mil-

waukee & SE Wisconsin 

 June 26, Hosta Garden Walk #1, 

Spring Grove 

 July 7-9, Midwest Region Hosta So-

ciety Convention in Champaign, IL 

 July 17, Hosta Garden Walk #2,  

Naperville 

 July 31, Hosta Garden Walk #3, 

Crystal Lake 

 Aug 14, Hosta & Companion Plant 

Auction/ Fund Raiser,  Hinsdale 

Community House 

 Sept 18, Pot Luck & Annual Mtg, 

Lombard 

 Dec 4, Holiday Party, Crystal Lake 
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I am writing this on Mother’s Day, 
which gives me the opportunity to 
wish all the mothers in NIHS a 
very happy day.  Even though 
you won’t receive this until sever-
al days have passed, here’s hop-
ing you enjoyed a day that has 
given you happy memories. 

NIHS is so very lucky to have 
members who step up when help 
is needed, and I often use this 
space to recognize them and their 
extraordinary contributions to 
NIHS.  In doing that, there is al-
ways the danger that someone 
worthy may not be named.   
Knowing the risk, though, I will 
forge ahead with apologies to 
those I miss. 

Thanks to Mary Ann Brucher for 
opening her home to us for the 
Spring Pot Luck and Accessory 
Swap, where good food and a 
good time were had by all.   Hos-
pitality Chair Nancy Bodinet most 
ably coordinated the arrange-
ments with help from Sherrie 
Hughes and Tony Kwiatkowski.   
Thanks you to everyone who 
helped with this event. 

Tony has taken on the task of 
preparing permanent nametags 
for all NIHS members, something 
he decided on his own needed to 
be done.  Look for yours at our 
next event.   Thank you, Tony, for 
your conscientiousness. 

At the May 1 meeting at Friend-
ship Park Conservatory in 
DesPlaines, featured speaker 
Mark Zilis gave an excellent 
presentation about important  

continued next page 
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H O S T A  H A P P E N I N G S  

President’s Letter continued 

A special welcome to our newest 

hostaphiles!  

 Renee Briese, New Lenox  

 Janet Coffey, Naperville  

 Jean & Scott Lundberg, Niles, MI    

 Dawn Rovin, Prospect Heights 

 Lindalee Stuckey, Glen Ellyn  

 Barb Tichy, Naperville  

 Tim & Holly Vogel, South Barrington   

 

New Member Welcome!! 

Join the NIHS by contacting Mike Kraus, Mem-

bership Chairman, 6311 Carrie Ct, Crystal Lake, 

IL 60014 with your check for $20.  Please in-

clude your name(s), address, phone #, and cur-

rent email address.  

Family membership dues of $20 for 2 years 

include email versions of 4 newsletters. 

Email us at NI.hosta@gmail.com. Call Mike at 

815-356-8569. Visit our website @ 

www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and 

visit us on Facebook. 

  

events and people in the development of his career, 
including the influence of many well-respected hos-
ta hybridizers.  It was a very personal talk that, 
based on comments heard afterward, was well re-
ceived by the people who were there.  Mark will join 
us again as auctioneer at our Annual Auction Fund-
raiser in Hinsdale on August 14.  I know I speak for 
all of us in telling Mark how grateful we are for his 
help and support. 

I love the enthusiasm of our Cantigny hosta garden 
volunteers.  They are all so eager to help out.  Two 
newer members who joined NIHS only last year, 
Kathy Fox and Nancy Huck, have already worked in 
the garden this year and seem ready for more.  Lin-
da Lood has volunteered both in the garden and at 
two non-hosta Cantigny events, their Open Green-
house Day on May 1 and at National Public Garden 
Day (NPGD) on May 6.  At the Open Greenhouse, 
Linda and Janet Simpson represented NIHS at a 
table that focused on what we do.   Linda, June 
Vandervest and I were in the hosta garden on May 
6 to answer questions about hostas from NPGD 
visitors.  It was a beautiful day, and we met a lot of 
really nice people who were visiting.  Thanks Linda, 
June, and all the remaining 26 Cantigny volunteers. 

Don’t forget all the June NIHS events coming up; 
details are in this newsletter:  The Hosta Leaf Dis-
play at Chicago Botanic Garden June 4 & 5, the 
bus trip to the Milwaukee area on June 25 (sorry, 
it’s sold out!), and the Hosta Garden Walk in Spring 
Grove on June 26.  Hope to see you at all of them! 

    Barbara 

H. Blueberry Waffles - one of our 

2016 Sponsor plants 
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Experience the Hosta Leaf 

Display June 4 & 5  

Chicago Botanic Gardens 

Back Again - INFORMAL WORK-

SHOP on Saturday afternoon,  

Time will be posted on site 

“Everything You Need to Know About 

Growing Hostas” 

 A brief overview by expert Lou Horton 

with time for questions. 

Plus Hosta  & Fern Vendor Sales by 

members Jim Morrow, Jean Lundberg, 

& Jack Barta. 

Vote for your favorite hosta Leaf 

Display hours 10 am to 4:30 pm both 

days 

Hosta leaves from members’ gardens are what draw people to the 

annual NIHS display at Chicago Botanic Garden on June 4 & 5.  It 

gives us great exposure to the public—several hundred people 

come to learn about hostas, purchase them from our vendors, and 

vote for their favorites.  The picture below shows the winners of last 

year’s popularity contest:   

PLEASE HELP MAKE THIS YEAR’S EVENT A SUCCESS BY 

DONATING LEAVES FROM SOME OF YOUR BEST HOSTAS.  

IT’S EASY—HERE’S WHAT TO DO:  

 Select as perfect a leaf as you can find and cut it cleanly from 

the plant within 48 hours of the beginning of the display.  Leave 

the petiole long enough to put in a vase as shown. 

 Write the name of the hosta on the petiole with a waterproof 

Sharpie Ultra Fine Point felt tip pen, or securely label the leaf in 

some other way. 

 Thoroughly wash any dirt or debris from the leaf and immediate-

ly put it in cool water to keep it fresh. However do not wash 

blue leaves. 

 Repeat the process for as many hostas as you wish to 

bring to the display. 

NIHS members will be at CBG on Friday, June 3 between 10 

am and 1 pm, and on Saturday morning from 8:30 to 10 am 

to accept your leaves and set them up for display.  If you 

cannot get there during those hours, or if CBG is too far 

away for you, you can drop off your donations at the home of 

Colleen Graudins (north suburbs) or Lou Horton (west sub-

urbs) no later than the evening of Thursday, June 2.   Let 

them know you are coming:  Email Colleen at hrscol-

leen@aol.com or Lou at lehorton85@ameritech.net. They 

will take your leaves to CBG. 

If you would like to help with set up on Friday or at the exhibit 

between 10 am and 4:30 pm Saturday or Sunday, call or email 

Nancy Bodinet  (847-550-0897; Bodinet@sbcglobal.net).  Even if 

you do not donate leaves, you are welcome to come to see the dis-

play and buy some plants.   See the sidebar for all the activities. 

WANTED:  YOUR HOSTA LEAVES!!! 

Annual CBG Display June 4 & 5 

2015 Popularity Contest Winners  

L to R, #1 Orange Marmalade, #2 

Clifford’s Stingray, #3 Whee!,  

#4 June Fever. 

mailto:hrscolleen@aol.com
mailto:hrscolleen@aol.com
mailto:Bodinet@sbcglobal.net
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Heinz Hosta Garden Walk  
Preview Sunday June 26 

Nine years ago Joe and Robin Heinz brought their 
shade garden to their new home in Spring Grove.  Not 
to be discouraged by a bright and sunny yard, with few 
shady spots to be had, they installed a misting system 
and continued to plant and grow Hosta.  Growing hos-
tas in full sun led to some pleasant surprises, as well 
as new challenges.  More sun means larger, more full 
plants.  Slug sightings  are now few and far between, 
and when the hostas are blooming, the abundance of 
flowering scapes puts any sunny "flower garden" to 
shame. Of course while the sun may help with hardi-
er hostas, it does the same thing for weeds!  Robin 
spends the bulk of her summer on hands and knees 
weeding, while Joe tries to keep his lush, thick lawn 
from taking over the planting beds.  
 
One of the most enjoyable aspects of growing hostas 
in the sun is finding companion plants that tolerate 
lots of sun, while thriving in damp soil. In the Heinz 
garden you will find trollius, liatris and many varieties 
of heuchera. Centaurea provides a fern-like texture, 
and naturally many day lilies can be found. 

The Heinz's have always gravitated towards large varieties 
of Hosta, and Joe is especially proud of his 'Elatior'.  Some 
other nice specimens to be found include 'Old Glory', 'Neat 
and Tidy', 'Royal Tiara', and an almost unnervingly large 
'Great River Sonata'. 
Come out of the dark and into the light!  Take a drive north to 
visit the Heinz's sunny hosta garden in Spring Grove. 10821 
E. Riviera Drive  -  From downtown Fox Lake go north on 
Rt.12 to Wilmot Road.  Right on Wilmot to Rt. 173. Then left 
(West) on Rt. 173 to Siedschlag Road.  Right on Siedschlag 
to Superior Avenue.  Left on Superior to E. Riviera 
Drive.  Left on E. Riviera to 10821, on the right side of the 
road. 
If you use the TriState Tollway exit at Highway 173 and go 
west about 14 miles to Siedschlag Road.  Or if you are com-
ing from the far western suburbs take Highway 31 north until 
it runs into US Highway 12.  Follow Highway 12 north anoth-
er 4 miles through downtown Richmond and turn right (East) 
onto Highway 173.  Follow 173 to Siedschlag Road and turn 
left.  
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YOU ARE INVITED:   For all our members who are active on Facebook, keeping up with 

old friends and family, add us to your list.  The Northern Illinois Hosta Society has it’s own Face-

book page up and running and we look forward to seeing your favorite garden pictures and posts.  

Here is an opportunity for you to discuss what you love about hosta gardening.  Some of us like 

mini hosta since we can plant more varieties into a small space.  Some of us like ‘Theme Gar-

dens’, while others like only the giants.  Regardless of your gardening skills, Master Gardener or 

Novice, share with all of us what you love about your garden. 

Find us at Northern Illinois Hosta Society on Facebook.  We look forward to seeing your pictures 

and reading your comments. 

New! NIHS Facebook Page - You Are Invited 

By Gary Antonich 
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Spring Symposium  with Mark Zilis 

Our Spring Symposium on May 1 was a huge hit with  

renowned hosta expert Mark Zilis and a sellout of the 

Hosta Sponsor plants. Marked spoke of his most im-

portant personal hosta experiences and people during 

his long career. His very personal reflections touched 

on the  important events and people in the develop-

ment of his career, including the influence of many well

-respected hosta hybridizers. Mark will join us again as 

auctioneer at our Annual Auction Fundraiser in 

Hinsdale on August 14.    

Mark Zilis is the author of numerous hosta books includ-

ing his latest field guide - Mark Zilis’ Field Guide to Hos-

tas. Pictured on the screen above is an earlier version. 

Right - Bea 

McGovern & 

AA happily 

acquire their 

Sponsor 

plants. 

Photos by Ron 

Asselborn 
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Two-fer Hosta Garden Walk Preview 

July 17 Naperville Part 1 

C indy Hennessy’s love for flowers began in high 

school as a florist. When she discovered she 

was better suited to working outside she completed a 

degree in Landscape Horticulture. After her family was 

raised her good friend Sue Welker (the other garden 

you will visit) became Cindy’s first design customer. 

Cindy continues to provide design advice for a few cli-

ents today. 

Cindy and Bernie moved to their Naperville home in 

1992 and started with a clean slate. Everything but a 

few trees was removed during the early years.  As her 

design business picked up, she used her yard to grow a 

variety of different plant material as a test garden so 

she could then recommend them to her clients. Her gar-

den is a blend of trees, shrubs, perennials and hostas. 

Cindy’s appreciation for hostas began early but her col-

lection has grown exponentially during the past few 

years (hostaholicism). The garden is a mixture of full 

sun to full shade that incorporates a variety of compan-

The Hennessy 

garden displays 

a skilled design-

er’s  impact. 

Photos by Cindy 

Hennessey 
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Two-fer Hosta Garden Walk Preview 

July 17 Naperville Part 2 

S ue & Brian Welker purchased their wonderful 
lot backing to the River Woods Park and the Du 
Page River in 2004. “When we bought the home I 
really didn’t care much about what the house of-
fered, but I was thrilled with the opportunity to take 
on the challenges of a low wooded lot, and what a 
view from the deck!” says Sue. 
 
After removing a few trees, bringing in over 150 
yards of dirt and compost and hauling in tons of 
mulch Sue began to play in the dirt. She suffered a 
few failed attempts at sunny perennials and then 
discovered hostas. “I have a mostly green garden 
with over 140 varieties of hosta which are all la-
belled. I also try to note the year planted. In the 
last two years I have expanded into mini and small 
hostas and have a few fairy gardens set up with 
ferns & hosta. You will notice several mosaic pots 
and bird baths. I love to piddle around making 
some mosaic pots”.  

The Welkers have a walk-out lower level so their 
deck sits up high and west facing for the sun-loving 
succulents.  “I love the ease of succulents and winter 
over several different varieties of succulents along 
with geraniums.  Be sure to hop up to the deck to see 
what is hidden up there!”  



 

 

In 2016 I will offer 20+ hosta culti-

vars grown here for four years but 

never offered before by me. My 

2016 Hosta Sale is Saturday May 

28th  from 8 AM to Noon.  

Other times by appointment. 

  Lou Horton 1N735 Ingalton Ave 

West Chicago, IL 630-293-7735 

 
 

 
 

                  Per issue Per Year—4 issues 

  Full Page       $60  $150 

  1/2 Page        $35   $90 

  1/4 Page        $20   $55 

 

Behold, my friends, the spring is 

come; the earth has gladly received 

the embraces of the sun, and we shall 

soon see the results of their love! 

  

Sitting Bull 
 

Advertise to our gardening enthusiasts who 

love to buy plants - especially hostas! Contact 

Ron Asselborn at rasselborn5@gmail.com 
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Midwest Region Hosta Society 

Visit: www.midwesthostasociety.org/ 

  

Check out Convention information for both the 

American Hosta Society convention and the Mid-

west Region Hosta Society convention on page 20.  
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Let’s  Talk Hostas 

By Tom Micheletti 

Spring is a busy time of year. We are ex-
cited to get out into the garden after a long winter 
rest. I do hope you all rested over the winter be-
cause spring can get quite hectic. What is there to 
do this time of year? Garden clean up starts early 
by removing the dead leaves from the crown of 
the plant. You can divide your hostas as you see 
them emerging, if you didn’t do it last fall. Hostas 
benefit from fertilizing as growth begins. Of 
course slug control as we talked about last year 
begins April first, so if you haven’t started you’re 
late! Remember your slug program starts before 
you see the holes in the leaves. Slugs are active 
and hungry now! We have talked about all of 
these in previous articles so you can refer back to 
them. 

Now is also the time to be on weed watch. 
Weeds start germinating as soon as the soil tem-
perature is conducive to germination, and that 
depends on the type of weed. Some weeds favor 
cool temperatures to germinate and those are the 
ones you want to get a head start on controlling 
now. They also go to seed early and if you can 
control the amount of weed seeds that are formed 
and spread throughout your garden, you can 
begin to reduce your future weed population. Of 
course there are millions of weed seeds that lie 
dormant from all those weeds that were left to go 
to seed from previous years. Did I say this was 
going to be easy? It’s all about getting a handle 
on the weed population, and it’s never too late to 
start! Some weeds are perennial and come back 
each year so you want to remove these as well. 

Mulching is also one way to help control 
weeds, but weeds are blown into your garden or 
deposited by birds and other animals, and they 
will germinate in the mulch, and will need to be 
removed before they go to seed so as not to cre-
ate more weeds down the road. Mulching also 
has its disadvantages. Remember in previous ar-
ticles we talked about slugs and how they like a 

damp environment? Well mulch provides just 
that cozy home. Slugs hide in the mulch. You 
use a weed barrier under the mulch you say, well 
that’s just Jim Dandy! Remember I just said that 
each year seeds are brought into the garden, 
and germinate in the surface of the mulch? Well 
how does that weed barrier stop those surface 
weed seeds? Also have you ever pulled a weed 
that germinated in the mulch only to discover the 
roots have grown through the woven weed barri-
er and you pull the weed barrier and mulch up 
when you pull the weeds? 

Personally I favor no mulch and I periodi-
cally go through the garden with my favorite hoe. 
I have heard it referred to as a Warren Hoe. It is 
shaped like a triangle with a long handle so I can 
weed walking through the garden. The triangular 
shape allows me to get close to plants. Any 
weed that I can’t get with the hoe because it is 
growing in the plant I pull by hand, but they are 
usually few. The triangular shape also allows me 
to use the point to dig any weed out that has a 
tap root such as a dandelion. 

If you get a head start on controlling 
weeds now, after the hostas have fully unfurl and 
cover the ground, the weeds will be shaded, and 
there will be fewer weeds germinating because 
our beloved hostas are excluding light, which is 
needed for germination. 

So go out and enjoy those beautiful spring days, 
if we have any this spring, and do some weed-
ing. You can get up close to your hostas and en-
joy a time that is brief and interesting, watching 
the leaves unfurl and open into the beautiful 
plants we have come to love.  
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BITS AND PIECES 

June 25 Bus Tour to SE Wisconsin 

The bus tour is sold out.  If you would like to 

be on the waiting list please contact Mark 

Rekoske at 224-622-1171 or email ma-

rekoske@gmail.com.  If you have submitted 

your registration you should have received 

an email confirmation from Mark with driving 

directions to the departure point in Lincoln-

shire.  If you have not received an email or if 

you have questions please contact Mark.   

 

HELP OUT at our annual Hosta Leaf Display and 
Sale at the Chicago Botanic Garden! A few afternoon 
slots are still open on Saturday, June 4, from 1 – 4:30.    
There’s nothing to do but sit at the reception table to 
greet people, circulate around the room to answer visi-
tors’ questions, and remind them to vote for their fa-
vorite hosta in the display.   It’s lots of fun--you’ll meet 
some great people and see some beautiful hosta 
leaves. 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT you will receive $10 off 
your membership to the Chicago Botanic Garden if 
you tell them when you apply (or renew) that you are a 
member of NIHS?! 

 

PUBLICITY CHAIR, we’re still looking for you!  
Your main responsibility would be to get the word out 
to the public about our auction and other public-
oriented NIHS events (there are hardly any now—
most of our activities are member oriented).  The abil-
ity to write press releases and distribute them elec-
tronically is the main requirement.  This is an appoint-
ed board position, so you would be expected to 3 or 4 
board meetings each year.  Contact Barbara King. 

 

Visit the Heinz Hosta Garden Walk on 
Sunday June 26 in Spring Grove & bring a gardening 
friend. 
 
 

Hosta Walk Garden Hosts, Our Program VP, 
Mark Rekoske, is always looking for  special gardens 
for hosta walks.  If you know of such gardens, or if you 
have one, please contact Mark  at ma-
rekoske@gmail.com. 

 

Attend the Midwest Region Hosta Soci-
ety convention nearby in Urbana, IL July 7 - 9. 

We Welcome two new member vendors 

to the Leaf Display - Jack Barta with hostas 

and Jean Lundberg with ferns. They will join 

Jim Morrow who will again be selling hostas. 

 

Visit our advertisers at their upcom-

ing special events - see pages 9 thru 11. 

 
 

Attend the American Hosta Soci-
ety convention in St. Louis June 15 - 18. 
 
 

Webmaster, We need you if you are in-
terested in learning how to maintain and up-
date our NIHS website. It’s important to have 
more than one person available who has 
website experience or is willing to 
learn.  Contact Mike Kraus 
at NI.hosta@gmail.com or (815) 356-8569. 

tel:224-622-1171
mailto:marekoske@gmail.com
mailto:marekoske@gmail.com
mailto:marekoske@gmail.com
mailto:marekoske@gmail.com
mailto:NI.hosta@gmail.com
tel:%28815%29%20356-8569
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CANTIGNY GARDEN UPDATE 
By Barbara King 

Twenty-six of our members have complet-
ed training to be volunteers at Cantigny 
this year.  Many of them spent two days in 
the hosta garden in April to clean up the 
winter’s debris, take out the weeds and 
grass that had crept in, and spread new 
chips on the paths.   

Our next workday will be on May 24, when 
there will be quite a few new plants, both 
hostas and companions, to be put in the 
ground.  Almost everything is coming up 
quite well this spring, and the garden is 
moving toward the look of maturity we 
have been striving for.  By June, after the 
new plants are in, the daffodils and scilla 
are gone, and the mulch is down, it should 
look spectacular.  Be sure to drop by and 
see it if you are in the area.  It’s just south 
of the Visitors Center; look for the sign that 
says “Hosta Garden in Progress.”  We 
would welcome your comments and sug-
gestions. 

Our application to the American Hosta So-
ciety to be designated an AHS National 
Hosta Display Garden is complete except 
for the current photos that the AHS re-
quires.  We hope to get some pictures tak-
en later this month and submit it by early 
June.   We’re told we should have a re-
sponse by early fall.     

The Hosta Garden at Cantigny in mid-April with NIHS volun-

teers performing early spring cleanup (above) and after clean-

up (below). The hostas are still hiding due to the mid-April 

cold spell - note the heavy coats & hoods on the volunteers. 

Barbara King reports the garden is looking lovely as of Moth-

er’s Day.        Photos by Barbara King 

A garden is a grand teacher. It 

teaches patience and careful 

watchfulness; it teaches industry 

and thrift; above all it teaches en-

tire trust.  

Gertrude Jekyll 
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Charming, but Invasive  
by June Vandervest 

Lesser Celandine – Ranunculus ficaria has been added 

to the Northeast IL Invasive Plant List. Be on the look-

out for this plant in your yard or at plant sales. It is eas-

ily confused with Marsh Marigold, Caltha palustris, an 

IL native. You can tell the difference by counting the 

number of petals on the flowers. If it is the real Marsh 

Marigold, it will only have 5 or 6 rounded petals.  

It also resembles celandine poppy (Stylophorum diphyl-

lum), a U.S. native  and celandine (Chelidonium majus) 

introduced herebut native to Europe. Both belong to 

the poppy family. They can be distinguished from the 

invasive buttercup by the poppies’ having flowers with 

four petals and a different leaf structure. 

Lesser Celandine has 8 or 9 pointed petals. Lesser Cel-

andine can be a real garden thug being easily propagated by seed and by the tiny underground corms that break off 

easily when disturbed, therefore making it difficult to get rid of once you have it. Like Garlic Mustard, do not dispose 

of this in your compost pile. Make sure that it is bagged up in plastic and disposed of in the garbage.  Not much works 

to eradicate this plant other than glyphosate (Roundup) once a year and it may take several applications. Not to be all 

gloom and doom, there are many plants that make perfect companions for Hostas, just not this one. 

 

Invasive  Lesser Celandine  with 8 or 9  pointed petals. 

Native Marsh Marigold with 5 or 6  rounded petals.  Celandine Poppy is an U.S. native  with 4 petals. 
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Party time at host Mary Ann Brucher’s 

for the March Potluck. Gourmet grub 

and the White Elephant Swap/ Garden 

Tool exchange were highlights. Pictured 

at right is Mary Ann Brucher (far right) 

displaying her treasure. 

Also pictured left to right are  Helga Er-

tas, Eva Whitlow, Mark Rekoske, Nancy 

Slove, Laurel Abrel, Gary Abrel, & host-

ess Mary Ann. 

 

Above - Susan  Zimmer, Sherry Hughes, & 

Tony Kwiatkowski sharing a break between 

the marvelous meal and the  White Elephant 

Swap. 

Photos by Barbara King 

Below, Heidi Metzger on right enjoys her ex-

change treasure with  Kathy Fox (left) & Olga 

Swehla (center) joining in  the fun. Above the  

ladies are Mary Ann’s Hummel collection on the 

wall. 
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"Honey, I Shrunk the Garden" 

How to Get the Most out of a Small Garden 

A recap of Steve McMurtry's November 2015 program to The Georgia Hosta Society  

by Harold McDonell 

Steve's talk was about the trend of many gardeners 

to down-scale their gardens into smaller spaces or 

even into containers.  He noted that AHS has been 

promoting container gardens for many years as well 

as promoting the use of miniature hostas.  He also 

noted that the interest in fairy gardens continues to 

grow. He brought a number of beautiful and interest-

ing container gardens made up of a wide range of 

both sun and shade plants to help demonstrate what 

makes a successful planting.  Many of them also in-

corporated fairy garden props that made them all the 

more interesting. 

Steve demonstrated several principles that go into 

creating and maintaining beautiful miniature gardens.  

First he talked about containers and soil mixes.  He 

stressed the need to use high quality soil mixes that 

provide good drainage.  He makes his own soil mix 

starting with pine bark based soil conditioner to 

which he adds generous amounts of pumice and/or 

perlite to promote drainage and hold down the weight 

of the container.  He also recommends adding a lay-

er of expandable shale or uncolored aquarium gravel 

at the bottom of the  container to further promote 

drainage.   

Steve noted that containers can be just about any-

thing that will hold soil and plants and which have 

sufficient drainage holes.  If a container does not 

have drainage holes, use a drill with masonry bits to 

add some.  He pointed out the wide variety of con-

tainers that he used in the exhibits he brought for 

demonstration.  He added an important note of cau-

tion.  Make sure your container garden is not too 

heavy for you to handle.  He stressed that the con-

tainer you select is a critical part of the overall de-

sign and should complement the material used in it.  

The same goes when arranging several container 

gardens together.  They should be arranged to 

complement each other. 

Steve talked extensively about proper plant selec-

tion.  Assemble plants which are compatible with 

each other from a cultural standpoint and which are 

aesthetically pleasing in combination as well.  He 

demonstrated how plant and accessory shapes, 

form, line and color had to be considered in com-

bining the plants into the integrated garden.  He 
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"Honey, I Shrunk the Garden" 

continued 

noted that containers meant to be shown in ac-

credited hosta shows should have hostas as the 

strong focal point which makes plant selection 

even more important.    

Steve stressed that every container garden 

should be arranged to bring the eye to a focal 

point in the exhibit.  He does this in two ways.  

With the first method, he arranges plants and 

accessories in the container from front to rear 

with the taller materials in the rear.  With the sec-

ond method, he arranges the material in a  spiral 

fashion from outside to inside with the taller 

plants and accessories in the center of the con-

tainer.  He showed how either method works and 

noted the method used often will be dictated by 

the container. 

Steve pointed out that accessories such as min-

iature paths, steps and pools can be made from 

easily found materials such as leftover tiles, sau-

cers, broken ceramics, etc.  Anything can be 

made into an accessory for the container garden 

or fairy garden provided it is compatible with oth-

er materials in the garden. Due to the high cur-

rent interest in fairy gardening, many accessories of 

just the right size may be purchased on-line or found 

in craft shops.  As with container selection, the only 

limit to accessory selection is your own imagination. 

Steve stressed the importance of closely monitoring 

your container gardens and watering when needed.  

Also apply fertilizer regularly to feed your gardens.  

The well-draining soil mixes used in containers can 

dry out fairly quickly in hot dry weather and the regular 

application of water to keep the medium moist can 

rapidly wash out nutrients.  If you use moss for a 

ground cover, keep in mind that the moss tends to 

shed water.  Make sure the water penetrates the moss 

when you water and reaches the soil beneath it. He 

also noted that containers sitting on the ground 

should be checked regularly to make sure roots 

from nearby trees and shrubs do not invade the 

pot.    

Steve closed by stating that you are the artist 

and your container garden or fairy garden is 

your subject.  Let your imagination run wild and 

go for drama in container, plant, and accessory 

selection. Above all, though, build a garden that 

pleases you.  If it does that, it is a total success. 

On these 2 pages you see pictures of contain-

ers that Steve created.  These pictures were 

taken by either Steve or Mikky Lockwood.  En-

joy!  

Reprinted from the Georgia Hosta Notes Jan 2016.  
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Jeff Miller: Hybridizer's Perspective 

Winter Scientific Meeting 2012 by Reldon Ramsey  

Part 1 of 2 

 Jeff Miller, owner of Land of the Giants Hosta Farm 

in Milton, WI, began by telling his first experience 

with growing hosta seeds. "I didn't make a whole lot 

of crosses – just started growing some seeds. I was 

just thoroughly intrigued by the genetics of hostas, 

and what you get from one pod. I had one pod of H. 

'Fat Cat', and this is what got me growing. I grew the 

seeds. I didn't make the cross. 24 seeds. 24 seeds 

germinated, and I got 24 different looking plants 

from one pod.” "In my mind, I thought a bee pollinat-

ed it and I should have gotten 24 plants that looked 

exactly the same. Didn't happen so that started my 

interest in the genetics in hostas, and I started hy-

bridizing hostas to see what I would get. So this is a 

little bit of my journey." Several years ago a lady 

named Terri Meyer asked Jeff for some hosta seeds 

to grow. After sending her seeds, they discovered 

that they live just four miles apart. As Terri grew the 

seeds, 'she kept picking my brain' with questions 

about seed growing and hybridizing. She didn't have 

many hostas of her own so Jeff offered to let her 

come make crosses in his garden. "I get up at 6 AM 

to make my crosses every single morning. You're 

welcome to come make crosses when I do. She 

was there every single morning." Jeff eventually 

asked her if she wanted to be his hybridizing part-

ner. "Great passion! Great interest! Actually it helps 

me.” "My passion is giants – I love giant hostas! 

Most of my crosses are for the biggest of the big-

gest. Her passion is minis. We kid each other all the 

time. The first year that we grew seeds I pulled out 

this pack of seeds and it was like H. 'Key West' x H. 

‘Itty Bitty Bikini' or something. I thought, 'What the 

heck kind of cross is this?' It gave great plants. 

Great seedlings.” "We can try to enhance or put rip-

ples on something, but until you get those seeds 

and give them time to mature you don't know what 

you're gonna have and lots of times there's great 

surprises. Surprises are always wonderful for me." 

Before 

any crosses are made, Jeff and Terri study hosta 

characteristics in the garden to determine each 

plant's strengths. ''I'm feeling the leaves, I'm 

counting the veins, I'm picking the leaves up to 

see what they look like underneath." They also 

utilize The Hostapedia and the Hosta Library to 

learn what dominant characteristics each plant 

can pass on to its offspring. ''Does it pass on 

round leaves, does it pass on corrugation, does it 

pass on red? What does it do? So before we put 

any pollen down at all, we've got a little bit of a 

game plan of what we want to do." During the 

presentation Jeff showed both his seedlings and 

some of the plants that he uses in his breeding 

program. 'I like big – that's H. 'The Hulk' – I love 

the veining in it. This (H. 'Giantland Skylight 

Bowl') is one of mine. It's a real powder blue. I 

used H. 'Skylight' to get the blue and actually that 

is H. 'Blue Betty Lou' (pod parent). It comes up 

real cupped, stays blue forever – the H. 'Skylight' 

blue – just a really nice plant about six years old. 

Continued on next page "H. 'Old Rough House' – 

love the blue, the corrugation, the size of the leaf, 

also the mound – the heavy mound, it's not a 

sparse plant – it's a real full plant. "In the gardens, 

we have over 2100 varieties of plants we can play 

with. All of these plants have a little bit of a differ-

ent genetic trait to try to put something into the 

new plants. I like to work with giants. Terri likes 

minis, but it doesn't mean that growing giants I'm 

not going to get a mini out of it. Or her growing 

mini seeds – it doesn't mean she won't get giants 

out of them. That's the unbelievable part of the 

genetics. We do a lot of streaked plants, but we 

also do crosses with solids. Lots of pollen and 

pod parents.” "H. 'Marilyn Monroe' – beautiful leaf, 

Continued next page 

H. Giant-

land  

Garden 

Goddess 
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white undersides, red pets. Gorgeous. Flowers real-

ly late for us in Wisconsin so if you use H. 'Marilyn 

Monroe' you've either got to save the pollen for the 

next year or pull the plant in and start it early so that 

it flowers in time to be able to use it. " "Do you do 

much with forcing?" "Mostly the later ones because 

in Wisconsin the seeds have got to ripen for that 

two-month period, and we just can't get it done un-

less we force them.”  

"Hosta 'Queen of the Seas' – great plant, puts some 

nice ripples on seedlings. It's fun doing this – you go 

through the garden and say yellows or blues or un-

ruly ... that's H. 'Neat and Tidy' there. To pick the 

pollen that we want, once we get the plants down 

that we want to get our pollen from then we study. 

Study the plant, study the genetics, study the domi-

nant traits." "Every year I do tests." This past year's 

test involved the Stegeman's H. 'Skylight' to deter-

mine if the f1 seedlings differ from the pod parent or 

are virtually identical. He used two H. 'Skylight' 

plants. One he allowed to be open pollinated. The 

other he crossed with pollen from H. montana mac-

rophylla and H. 'Niagara Falls' to see if ripples can 

be added and if size can be altered in the f1 genera-

tion. He estimates that he has 2000 H. 'Skylight' 

seedlings that he will upcup and then plant out in 

seedling beds. Olga Petryszyn commented, “I found 

with H. 'Skylight' what's really dominant in the shape 

of that plant –the leaf form. I'm having a hard time 

'breaking' the leaf form. Great color." "That's what 

I'm trying to do with growing this many and doing 

that many crosses. It's a time thing. It’s a couple 

three years. I've got the room to plant them out and 

see what happens." If he isn't successful, Jeff plans 

to cross an f1 seedling back to the pollen parent to 

break the dominance and get the desired size and 

ripples. 

 “At the point of time we know exactly what we are 

going to do, we have everything written down – 

what is going to flower, when it's going to flower, 

what we're going to use (for pollen). Pod parents 

are not created equal. Some give great seeds, lots 

of seeds – some don't." Jeff showed photos and 

shared his observations of some of the streaked 

breeders that he uses. "That's H. 'Breeder's Love' – 

it's a streaked H. 'Love Pat'. H. 'Justice' – for size, 

cream streaking – a beautiful plant out of H. 

'Elatior'. “I found a streaked H. Azure Snow'. I used 

this thing for years – grew the seeds – never got a 

streaked plant from it. A couple of years ago for 

some reason I planted 20 of the seedlings out. The 

following year every one of those 20 were streaked 

– never showed anything that first year. "H. 'Galaxy' 

– yellow streaking and round leaves. H. 'Galaxy' is 

not a great seed setter, but I love the seedlings 

from it. H. 'Rosedale Misty Magic' – real thin leaf, 

great for putting yellow in a plant, and you can put 

substance into the seedlings.” "This is a seedling of 

Rod Kuenster's, a good friend of mine. Rod is actu-

ally one of the people that got me into hybridizing 

and growing seeds. This plant I called H. 'Rod 

Kuenster'. It is a great mom plant – it gives unbe-

lievable seedlings!” "Some hostas are really hard to 

pollinate. This is H. 'Tears of Joy' – the yellow you 

see on that is the anthers, the pollen. There is no 

flower. You're trying to pull this away without touch-

ing any pollen on the inside. Really weird! I've never 

seen it before. It doesn't have the petals – it's just 

got the male and female parts." 

 Jeff and Terri make about 5,000 crosses each 

year. They are dedicated to accurately recording 

the pollen used on each flower. They use string 

tags, and Jeff says, "It's a little bit of a pain unravel-

ing the strings when you're doing it, but if you just 

take some time, it's not that terrible."  

Reprinted courtesy of Russ O’Harra Hosta Society, April 

2012 .  

H. Giant-

land 

Megalo-

don 
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2016 AHS HOSTA CONVENTION 
June 15-18, 2016 

The St. Louis Hosta Society is honored and excited to 
host the 

2016 AHS National Convention, "Gateway to the 
Gardens"! 

 
 
Convention Information 
 
The National convention of the American Hosta Society 
will be held in St. Louis on June 15 to 
June 18, 2016.  
The convention hotel will be the Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel St. Louis. 
 
Events OPEN TO THE PUBLIC include the Auction, Hosta Show, and Vendors. 
 
2016 AHS Hosta Convention Registration Form - Register Now! 
 
Download the Registration Form (PDF). You may complete the PDF form online, print, and mail 
with your payment.  

2016 MIDWEST REGIONAL HOSTA               

CONVENTION  

Hosted by Illinois Prairie Hosta Society in Champaign 

July 7-9, 2016 

 

The Illinois Prairie Hosta Society is proud to host the ‘Grand 

Prairie Hostas’ 2016 Midwest Regional Hosta Convention in Champaign, Illinois, July 7-9, 2016. The con-

vention location is the Hawthorn Suites, 101 Trade Centre Drive, Champaign, IL 61820. The convention in-

cludes all the expected activities such as national vendors, live auctions, garden tours, banquet, hospitality 

suite, and optional garden tours on Sunday. New events include a Thursday evening Wine and Cheese par-

ty, educational seminars on Friday and Saturday. 

 The metro area of Champaign, Urbana and the University of Illinois campus offers attendees a variety of 

restaurants, garden centers, shopping, museums, parks and other activities. Travel to Champaign is easy 

and direct via three interstate highways, Willard Airport (CMI), Amtrak or Greyhound. Contact the Hawthorn 

for room reservations at 217.398.3400 and use "Midwest Regional Hosta Society".  

http://www.stlouishosta.org/2016Convention/2016Convention_Hotel.htm
http://www.stlouishosta.org/2016Convention/2016%20Registration%20Form_fillable.pdf


President 

Barbara King                                                

630-879-2263                          

bhk430@att.net 

Vice President for Program 

Mark Rekoske                                             

224-622-1171       

marekoske@gmail.com 

Hospitality Chair 

Nancy Bodinet 

847-550-0897 

bodinet@sbcglobal.net  

Recording Secretary 

June Vandervest                                         

630-852-2940                                           

junevandervest@comcast.net 

NIHS Membership Secretary 

6311 Carrie Ct 

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

The Northern Illinois Hosta 

Society is dedicated to edu-

cating the public and promot-

ing the use of hosta in the 

landscape. NIHS serves the 

people of Northern Illinois 

and surrounding areas.   

 Officers & Directors 

We’re on the web ! 

www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org 

Treasurer 

Andy Campbell                  

847-695-0021                    

andycamp@flash.net 

Membership Secretary 

Mike Kraus                         

815-356-8569                     

NI.hosta@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Ron Asselborn                               

630-587-1341                            

rasselborn5@gmail.com 

Publicity Director 

Vacant 

 

Directors –At—Large 

Colleen Graudins                

847-520-5607                             

hrscolleen@aol.com 

Gary Antonich 

847-826-4769 

garyantonich@aol.com  

Plan to visit 

Joe and Robin 

Heinz ‘s gar-

dens in Spring 

Grove on June 

26. 

Hosta ‘Spartacus’ 


