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The Newsletter of the Northern Illinois Hosta Society
I S S U E

2017/2018 CALENDAR AT A
GLANCE

•

Sept 17, Pot Luck & Annual Mtg @

Asselborn home in Campton Hills
•

Sept 30, MRHS Fall Focus @
Vander Veer Botanical Gardens,
Davenport, IA

•

Oct 8, NIHS 25th Anniversary
Celebration @ Cantigny Park

•

Dec 3, Holiday Party @ Kerry
Perry’s home in West Chicago

•

June 20-23, AHS 50 Year Celebration Convention, Valley Forge, PA

•

July 12-14, MRHS Convention in
Peoria, IL
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President’s Letter
THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
As I write my last president’s letter,
I’m thinking about all the good times
we have had together over the last
six years—at meetings, garden walks,
bus trips, auctions, potlucks and everything else. I have loved serving as
your president, and I thank you all
for giving me that opportunity. But
the time has come for me to move
on to take advantage of other opportunities and challenges.

The president of any organization is
the public face representing a lot of
people who work hard to make that
organization successful. I have been
blessed that a number of NIHS members—topnotch people all—stepped
forward to be officers, board members, committee chairs, workers at
the Cantigny Hosta Garden, and responders to requests for help with
whatever task is at hand. Working
with them has been a delight, and
being able to count on their hard
work and support has certainly made
my job easier.
Look at what we’ve all accomplished
together since 2011:
- A complete update and revamp of
the NIHS Newsletter, Hosta Happenings, and the change to email delivery that saves hundreds of dollars
per year.
Continued on page 2
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President’s Letter continued

- Planning and hosting the 2013 Midwest Regional Hosta Society Convention

- Changes in the annual fundraising auction,
including the addition of a raffle and a bargain
table, change of auctioneer, and increased
publicity, have resulted in increased participation and income. Computerization of bidding
records in the last two years has greatly improved checkout time and recordkeeping efficiency.
- Creation of a hosta garden at Cantigny Park,
in partnership with Cantigny horticultural staff,
that was designated an American Hosta Society
National Hosta Display Garden in 2016

- Continuation of the most popular NIHS activities from previous years, including walks at 3
or 4 fantastic hosta gardens each year; daylong
bus trips to nearby areas like Peoria, NW Indiana, and Southern Wisconsin; the spring symposiums at Friendship Park in Des Plaines that
have hosted speakers like Rich Eyre, Mark Zilis,
and Nina Koziol; and the annual hosta leaf display at Chicago Botanic Garden.
- The addition to our schedule of a fall symposium, to be inaugurated at the NIHS 25th Anniversary Celebration on October 8 with NIHS
Founder Tom Micheletti as keynote speaker.
- Update of the NIHS website
- Update of NIHS bylaws
- Improvements in our financial record keeping
and reporting
Although some of these actions may not seem significant by themselves, the Board took them to support
the Society’s programs and its administrative ability to
operate efficiently.
Without diminishing by one iota the hard work and skill

HAPPENINGS

of any Board members or volunteers, I’d like to
mention the three who have been on the Board
with me all six years. All three are exceptionally
hardworking and dedicated to their jobs. I can’t
thank them enough for what they have done.
Mark Rekoske, Vice President, the workhorse of
the society, has expertly organized many of
our programs and activities for the last six
years. I think he has attended every single
activity. He is a master at scheduling (often
not an easy task), always knows what needs
to be done, and does it with good humor. A
joy to work with, he has another year in his
term.
Andy Campbell, Treasurer, came onto the Board
in 2011 as a Director but became our
“money man” 4 years later. I have never
met anyone more conscientious or meticulous—just what an organization needs in a
treasurer, who must keep detailed financial
records. He has also willingly helped with
other projects when he can. Andy is leaving
the Board.
Ron Asselborn, Newsletter Editor, took this position in the fall of 2011 and immediately
transformed Hosta Happenings into a beautiful color publication filled with loads of
information about hostas as well as news
about NIHS. AHS named it the best local
society newsletter in the country in 2013. In
my opinion, it still is. Ron is also chief photographer at most NIHS events. He remains
in this appointed Board position.

This may be the longest President’s Letter I’ve done!
It’s hard to say goodbye, but we’ve reached the
point where I want to say thank you all for your
friendship and good will. I hope to see you from
time to time at a garden walk, or meeting, or party.
I will continue to be a member of NIHS, and I will
support the organization and my successor—to
whom I extend best wishes for every success in the
position—in any way I can. My best wishes to all
our wonderful NIHS members as well.

Barbara

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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NIHS ANNUAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 17
Pot Luck, Business Meeting, and Plant Swap
This year’s annual meeting--the occasion for approving the 2018 budget and program, and electing officers—will be on September 17 at
1:00 pm in Campton Hills where our
hosts will be Judi & Ron Asselborn
(See directions below.)
There is always fun to be had at our
annual meetings. We begin with a
potluck lunch that’s a treat because of the excellent
offerings of many talented NIHS cooks. This is also a
welcome opportunity to visit old NIHS friends and
meet new ones.
Next comes the business meeting, which we try to
keep brief. Treasurer Andy Campbell will present the
proposed budget, and VP Mark Rekoske will go over
next year’s program of events before seeking members’ approval. To conclude, we will elect officers
including a new president. Members may ask questions and provide input at any stage. The proposed
budget and the Report of the Nominating Committee

have already been sent to you;
please bring them along if you
want to refer to them.
Our annual plant swap concludes
the day’s festivities. If you want to
participate—please do, because
the more the merrier, as they
say—bring a hosta or other plant
that you are willing to trade for
another. Make sure it is pest- and disease-free and
potted far enough in advance that it has recovered
from transplant shock. Bring more than one, if you
like! You may choose one plant for each one you bring.
Please contact Judi Asselborn by Sept 11 to let her
know that you are coming and the dish you will bring to
pass: appetizer, salad, side dish, or dessert. Judi is at
630-460-0209 or jasselborn5@gmail.com. Main dish,
beverages, and tableware are provided. PLEASE COME
– LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!
DIRECTIONS: From the north & northwest take I90
tollway to Randall Rd exit and turn south. Follow Randall 8.8 miles to Bolcum Rd. Turn Right on Bolcum 2.4
miles to Denker Rd. Right on Denker, then 1st left on
Deer Run Drive. Follow .5 mile to 39W925 Deer Run Dr
on left.
From the south and southwest take I88 East/West tollway to Orchard Rd exit & turn north . Follow Orchard
Rd 2.4 miles and turn left onto Randall Rd. Follow Randall Rd 9.7 miles to Bolcum Rd and turn left. Follow Bolcum 2.4 miles to Denker Rd. Right on Denker, then 1st
left on Deer Run Drive. Follow .5 mile to 39W925 Deer
Run Dr on left.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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NIHS 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Make Your Reservations Now!
NIHS will be 25 years old in October, and the society is planning a big party for itself on Sunday, October 8, at Cantigny Park, beginning at 3:00 pm. This celebration is unlike anything NIHS
has done in the past, and we hope you will be there for the festivities. Invitations have gone out
to all current members, and to many former members who joined NIHS in its earliest years. So
the event will be partly party, partly reunion, and wholly fun.
Tom Micheletti, founder and first president of NIHS, will be the keynote speaker. Cocktails and
dinner will follow.
Before and after the program,
those who attend will have the
opportunity to tour our American Hosta Society National
Display Garden that NIHS and
Cantigny have created.
AND…we have 50 plants to
give to the first 50 who make
reservations for the celebration. This is a new hosta cultivar from Bob Solberg especially
for us. It’s not yet available
anywhere else. This hosta’s
name will be revealed at the
anniversary celebration, so you
need to be there to learn what
it is and be one of the first to
have it! We will have one or
two other surprises for you,
too!

PLEASE JOIN US—THE RESERVATION FORM FOLLOWS

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Please join us for a very special event!

A CELEBRATION OF THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF
NIHS
WHEN: Sunday, October 8, 3 – 7 p.m. Cantigny Park, Wheaton
3:00 pm

Program & Keynote Address

4:30 pm

Visit AHS National Display Garden, cocktails (cash bar)

5:30 pm

Dinner

WHERE: Cantigny Park, 1 S 151 Winfield Road, Medill Room in the Visitors Center
FEATURING: Tom Micheletti, NIHS Founder – Keynote Speaker
PLUS:

• Tours of the AHS National Hosta Display Garden before and after the program
A complementary new cultivar developed especially for this occasion by Bob Solberg. Hostas
to the first 50 registrations
• Surprises – you will want to be there!

All for only $25 per person! Reserve now for yourself and your guests.

Name(s) of attendees ____________________________________
______________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code _____________________________________
Phone Number _________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________

Any dietary needs _______________________________________
Please send THIS FORM AND $25 per person payable to the Northern Illinois Hosta Society
before September 15 to:
Andy Campbell, NIHS Treasurer
235 Brookside Drive
Elgin, IL 60123
andycamp@flash.net
Please retain a copy of this form for your records

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Gardening

with Hostas

By Diana Stoll

The Garden as Theatre
When choosing plants for my garden, in addition to considering their texture, size and flower or foliage color, I ponder how they will contribute to
the story my landscape tells. Its performance begins with bulbs in very early
spring and ends when the last leaf falls from the weeping willow, often on a
blanket of snow.
Snowdrops and winter aconite, quickly followed by the rest of the spring
bulbs, are the opening act. Excitement builds as each ensemble plays their
roles – crocus, glory-of-the-snow, Siberian squill, grape hyacinths, daffodils,
tulips and allium.
Buds – some floral, some foliage – burst open on branches of trees and
shrubs. Perennials awaken, pushing new growth through the soil. Hosta foliage rises, rolled up tight, elongates and then unfurls into smooth, pebbled
or ribbed leaves in more shades of blue, green and gold than in a box of
crayons, the 120-count box.
Ephemeral wildflowers deliver their performances and exit the scene, foliage and
all. Creeping phlox carpets the rock garden with color. Bleeding hearts dangle
from arching stems of Dicentra spectabilis
in a shade garden.
In summer, the progression of blooms is
choreographed so plants are flowering
somewhere at all times. Peonies, irises and foxgloves exit stage left as salvia,
coneflowers and phlox make their entrance. Hydrangeas steal the spotlight
later in summer.
Hostas, the largest group of cast members, remain on stage for the entire
show. Divas, including Sum & Substance and Empress Wu, demand attention. Others are content to play supporting roles, allowing ferns, astilbes,
coral bells and others to take lead roles.

Every great story has conflict, and
my garden’s performance is full of
conflicts. A barrage of antagonists –
rabbits, squirrels and chipmunks;
earwigs, slugs and Japanese beetles
– creates more than enough dramatic tension for this gardener. And
then there is the weather, be it
drought or flooding rains, weeds
constantly auditioning for lead roles,
or prima donnas storming off the set
(and out of the garden).
Autumn is the garden’s third and
final act. Foliage provides a magnificent grand finale of red, golden yellow, and orange. Serviceberries, maples and viburnums provide a beautiful backdrop for the seed heads of
ornamental grasses dancing in the
slightest autumn breezes and the
brilliant blooms of garden mums and
asters.
The curtain begins its descent with
the first hard frost. Winter’s intermission isn’t far behind - the time
we gardeners clean our houses,
binge watch favorite television series, and review the garden’s previous performance while planning the
next season’s show. Don’t you just
love the theatre of a garden?
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Over 700 Varieties available for the 2017 season.
Some in limited quantities, so order early.
New for 2017!
Twenty-five hosta introductions from Randy Goodwin!
Never released to the public, including the following.

Hosta ‘Aracus’
Originator stock—Lighter veins with an undulating wavy edge on a lance shaped leaf
(Small—12” x 25”)

Hosta ‘Happy’
Originator stock—deep green centers with wide
creamy margins that lighten during the season
(Small—12” x 20”)

Hosta ‘National Treasure’

Hosta ‘Small World’

Originator stock—Swirling leaves with green
centers and nice creamy white margins; forms
a beautiful mound (mini - 3” x 10”)

Originator stock - thick, leathery, blue-green
leaves are held upright; slightly twisted, pointed
leaves are eye-catching (Small - 6” x 10”)

White Oak Nursery
309-369-2065
hostas@whiteoaknursery.com
www.whiteoaknursery.com
Open Garden days – June 3-4 and 17-18, 2017 - Noon to 4 P.M.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Midwest Region Hosta Society
Visit: www.midwesthostasociety.org/

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Becker Hosta Garden Walk
July 9 in Deerfield

Members basked in Janice Becker’s gorgeous garden on a
gorgeous day in early July. Mark Rekoske and Janice top left.
Photos by June Vandervest
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BITS AND PIECES
Save the Date, Dec 03, Holiday Party
Potluck at Kerry Perry’s festive home in West Chi-

HAPPENINGS

New Member Welcome!!
A special welcome to our newest
hostaphiles!
Michael & Kelly Haas, Kirkland

cago. Full details in the November newsletter.

Patrick & April Murphy, West Chicago
Marcia Karin, Deerfield

Fall is a great time for planting and road
trips. Plan a trip to visit our advertiser sponsors for

Patrick & Maureen Connolly, Bull Valley
Dolores Kling, Roselle

great hostas and great deals!

This is NIHS’ 100th Newsletter - continuing the fine tradition of keeping you informed of
hosta and gardening activities.

Hosta Walk Garden Hosts, Our Program VP,
Mark Rekoske, is always looking for special gardens
for hosta walks. If you know of such gardens, or if
you have one, please contact Mark at
marekoske@gmail.com.

Garden & Hosta Articles and Photos
wanted for our newsletter. Perhaps you visited a
special garden or hosta nursery that you can share
with your hosta friends. Contact Ron Asselborn.

Join the NIHS by contacting Stevie Meginness, Chairman, 84 Dunham Place, St. Charles, IL 60174 with your
check for $20. Please include your name(s), address,
phone #, and current email address.
Family membership dues of $20 for 2 years include
email versions of 4 newsletters.
Email us at NI.hosta@gmail.com. Call Stevie at 630-377-9306. Visit our website @
www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and visit us on Facebook.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Hood Hosta Garden Walk
July 16 in Kirkland

Dennis & Connie Hood, above, enjoying their guests.

Photos by Mark Rekoske and Ron Asselborn

Travelers to
the Hood’s
garden enjoyed a lovely
mixture of
sun, shade,
and garden
vignettes.
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Dividing perennials in the fall
By Kari Houle
Spring is usually considered the best time to divide perennials,

but there are some that you should only divide in fall and
others that can be divided either spring or fall, according
to a University of Illinois Extension horticulture educator.
“Most perennials need to be divided every few years, usually every 3-5 years, as they grow and become overcrowded,” Kari Houle explains. “Dividing perennials can help
increase blooms, decrease crowding and stress, and –
best of all – add more of your favorite plants throughout
your garden.”
Houle mentions that peonies are ones that should only be
divided in the fall and only if needed. More often than
not, peonies don’t need dividing except if you want more
of a specific variety.
“If you do dig up and divide your peonies, make sure they
have 3-5 ‘eyes,’ which are what will become individual
stems next year. Less than that, and it may take a few
years after division and transplanting for your peony to
flower again,”
Houle says.
As always make
sure that the location you are
planting into is
suitable for the
plants, “Right
plant, right place,”
Houle says.
She adds, “If the
ground is dry, make sure to water thoroughly a few days
prior to digging and dividing. That will make the process
easier and less stressful on the plants.”
Divisions and transplants should be replanted immediately to give them time to establish prior to the arrival of
winter weather. When dividing plants, make sure they are
healthy, and discard any dead sections. Depending on the

size of the plant, they can usually be divided into 3
to 5 new clumps, although it is important to make
sure that there is enough plant in the clump to survive.
“There are some plants that should only be divided
in the spring, as they need a longer season to establish. When in doubt, contact your local extension
office to double check,” Houle states.
Perennials that can be divided in the fall include:

•

Achillea – Yarrow

•

Aconitum napeullus – Monkshood

•

Alchemilla mollis – Lady’s mantle

•

Asarum europaeum – European ginger

•

Asarum canadense – Wild ginger

•

Aster frikartii – Aster

•

Aubrieta deltoidea – False rock cress

•

Aurinia saxatilis – Basket-of-gold

•

Campanula persicifolia – Bellflower

•

Centaurea montana – Perennial bachelor’s
button

•

Heuchera sp. – Coral bells

•

Hosta sp. – Hosta

Source: University of Illinois, College of Agricultural,
Consumer, and Environmental Services, Urbana, IL

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Moynihan Hosta Garden Walk
August 6 in Schaumburg

Susan Moynihan ( above in multi-colored top) treated visitors to a riot of color. Her comfortable patio overlooked
many shady and sunny garden beds that entranced visitors.

Photos by Mark Rekoske & Ron Asselborn

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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AHS National Display Garden
at Cantigny

Our AHS National Display Garden is thriving at Cantigny
Park. These recent shots display the vitality and vividness of a shade garden.
Photos by Ron Asselborn

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Highlights of Bus Trip to Rockford &
Southern Wisconsin 7/15

Phil Timm’s garden in Rockford. First stop on an
awesome Bus tour arranged by Mark Rekoske. The
weather , gardens, and company were all outstanding!
Photos by Ron Asselborn

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Bus Trip Rotary Gardens

Whimsy and fun were themes for this special
visit!

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Bus Trip Mike Krueger’s
Hollywood Bob Hosta Farm

Mike Krueger (above) and Gary Antonich (left) worked
hard to load up the bus with hosta excitement. We left
Hollywood Bob’s full of great hostas and plans to return
for more fun. Mike is digging for Mary Ann Brucher.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Bus Trip Riddle Garden
in Madison

Tom & Rosemary Riddle (above ) have a stunning posey patch.
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Hosta Auction - Best Ever!
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Hosta Auction - Best Ever!

Our Auction on Aug 13 was a great success. Hundreds of
hostas were sold by auctioneer Mark Zilis (left). The auction brought in $5,639 for NIHS, our best total ever! This
includes $2,564 of credit card receipts - our first time
accepting credit cards and likely increasing our revenues. Several expenses will reduce our net proceeds.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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MRHS Convention, Kansas City

The 2017 MRHS convention was organized by
Rob Mortko and held near Kansas City in June.
Photographer June Vandervest, left in pic at left,
along with Mary Ann Brucher enjoyed Rob
Mortko’s garden. Other attendees included Lou
Horton, Jim & Jill Morrow, Pete Postlewaite,
Mark Rekoske, & Floyd & Betsy Rogers.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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LONGWOOD GARDENS’ SPECTACULAR FOUNTAINS REOPEN
FOR 2018 AHS CONVENTION

On May 4, Longwood volunteers attended a Fountain Preview Party. Although the weather was cold and rainy, we
were warmed by the wine and cocktail fare, as well as a wandering brass band. It was a treat to see the fully revitalized fountains for the first time. Although Longwood bills them as “The Most Significant Fountain Collection in the
United States,” this is an understatement. They are really spectacular!
The original fountains were built 1921-1936 by Pierre DuPont. He and his wife, Alice, had travelled extensively in Europe and were fascinated by the beautiful fountains they visited there. These European fountains inspired the original
design of the main fountain garden at Longwood. After construction, the formal gardens were added and the project
was completed in 1936.
In 1958, a severe snowstorm decimated the boxwoods, which never fully recovered. By 1990, deterioration of some
of the water features caused them to be abandoned for safety’s sake.
The revitalized and repaired fountains are accompanied by a totally new formal garden, which duplicates much of the
original design. The Norway maple allée has been replaced with a linden tree allée. The number of boxwood shrubs is
inconceivable. A new feature grotto beneath the main fountains is a popular draw, as well as the Pump House Plaza,
which is adjacent to the historic pump house.
At least half of the new construction is underground. 1400 linear feet of tunnels house the hydraulics and electronics.
9000 cubic yards of concrete and 51 tons of copper wire were used in the engineering.
Our planned visit to Longwood Gardens ought to be a big drawing card for the American Hosta Society’s national convention here in 2018. Buses will be timed so that all attendees will have an opportunity to see the scheduled fountain
shows. Article provided by The Delaware Valley Hosta Society, hosts for the AHS Phifty in Philly 2018 Convention.
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American Hosta Society
50th Anniversary Convention
"Phifty in Philly" June 20 - 23, 2018
The Delaware Valley Hosta Society presents the 2018 Convention,
marking the 50th anniversary of both the founding of the AHS and its
first convention, which took place near Philadelphia.

Philadelphia, rich in history, artistic culture, and legendary sports, has
also been declared America's Garden Capital. Topping the crown of
garden gems is the fabulous Longwood Gardens, with its completely
renovated Main Fountain Garden and shady Hillside Garden. As a special treat to celebrate the 50th anniversary, we are pleased to be taking everyone to Longwood for a fantastic fountain show! As well, the
convention will be jam packed with everything you expect: outstanding
private gardens featuring the best in hostas and companion plants, a
Hosta Show and seedling competition, a bevy of vendors and speakers,
and the best of Philly music, food, and hospitality.

MRHS 2018 Convention
Peoria, IL - "Hostas Play in Peoria"
July 12 - 14, 2018

NIHS Membership Secretary
84 Dunham Place
St. Charles, IL 60174

The Northern Illinois Hosta

Join your hosta friends at
the Asselborns’ on
Sept 17. Enjoy
our Potluck,
Annual
Meeting, and
Plant Swap.
Eat well, have
fun, elect new
officers, give a
hosta and get
a new one.

Society is dedicated to educating the public and promoting the use of hosta in the
landscape. NIHS serves the
people of Northern Illinois
and surrounding areas.
We’re on the web ! www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org
Visit us on Facebook
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Gorgeous Hosta ‘Sagae’ at AHS National Display Garden, Cantigny

