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• July 8, Hosta Garden Walk #3, 

Bensenville 

• July 12-14, MRHS Convention,    

Peoria, IL 

• July 22, Hosta Garden Walk  #4, 
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• Aug 12, Annual Hosta Auction & 

Plant Sale, Community House, 

Hinsdale 

• Sept TBD, Potluck & Annual    

Meeting 
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• Dec 9, Holiday Party, Crystal Lake 

• June 12 - 15, 2019, AHS & MRHS 

Convention, Green Bay, WI 
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 I hope that all of you are having a 
great summer.  Although we had a late 
start mother nature has provided an 
overabundance of rain and at least 
some warmer weather.  The hostas 
have just leaped out of the ground.  
They have never looked better. 

In briefly reviewing our Calendar of 
Events we had another successful Leaf 
Display this year at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden.  I want to thank all of the vol-
unteers who came out and helped 
make this a success. We could not 
have done it without your help.  Also, a 
big thank you to Nancy Huck who has 
stepped in to take over coordinating 
the Leaf Display volunteers and man-
aging this event.  Nancy replaces     
Nancy Bodinet who has coordinated 
this event for years. Thank you, Nancy 
and Nancy.   

As of this writing, we have had 2 gar-
den walks in June and 2 more coming 
up in July.  I hope you all take ad-
vantage of all the hard work done by 
the hosts in order for you to enjoy 
their gardens.  All of these activities 
are detailed later in this newsletter.  
Mark Rekoske has once again done a 
“great” job in putting together a sched-
ule of events this summer.  Along with 
the garden walks, we had another 
wonderful bus tour.  This year’s desti-
nation was Princeton, WI and Elim Hos-
tas followed by stops in Rockford to 
the Anderson Japanese Garden and 2 
personal gardens. 

Continued next page 
Hosta ‘Eskimo Pie’ voted Favorite at our re-

cent Leaf Display at Chicago Botanic Garden. 
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Our Annual Hosta Auction and Plant Sale is scheduled 
for August 12th.  Last year’s auction was a record 
setting success.  Please look for hostas or plants you 
can donate to the cause.  Now is the time to pot them 
up so they look their best at the auction.  Check out 
the details in the article later in this newsletter.   

Then in September we will hold our Annual Meeting 
and Potluck.  Currently we need a host for this event.  
If you can host this fun event please contact me or 
another board member and let us know.  

It is routinely said that the “Hosta” is the ”Friendship 
Plant”.  You see this everywhere with people sharing 
hostas with each other.  I experienced this recently.  
Andy Campbell, Janet Simpson and I routinely volun-
teer at Rich’s Foxwillow Pines Nursery in Woodstock.   

Each year Rich and Susie Eyre hold 2 Hosta Happening 
sales.  Every penny of the proceeds for the sales goes 
to benefit people in need.  For many years Heifer In-
ternational was the benefactor.  In recent years it has 
been Mano a Mano, who builds schools, clinics and 
provides economic development for impoverished 
Bolivian communities.   

This year for the June sale our inventory was seriously 
low.  We found a gentleman by the name of Ed Schulz 
in Dubuque, IA.  Ed sold his home last year but was 
able to access his old property which  still had hun-
dreds of different cultivars.  Andy drove to Dubuque 
where we were able to pick up almost 50 different 
cultivars to be split up into gallon pots to replenish the 
inventory for the sale.   

Janet Simpson and another volunteer, Ed Slomski are 
incredible at processing hosta clumps into gallon pots.  
A few of the hostas were purchased but many of them 
were donated by Ed and Jean Schulz for the benefit of 
people in need.   

Rich and Susie Eyre have spent a lifetime giving back 
to people in need whether that be the Peace Corp, 
Heifer International or Mano a Mano International.  
With all the negativity in the world today it is nice to 
know there are some people still thinking of others.     

I “tip my hat” to Rich & Susie Eyre and Ed & Jean 
Schulz.  Believe it, the hosta plant is a central fig-
ure.  Rich and Susie are retiring and their “final 
sale” is coming up on Sept 8. 

In between your planting of newly acquired hos-
tas and the relocation of others, take time to sit 
back, relax and enjoy the results of all of the hard 
work you have put into your gardens. 

May your gardens be colorful, 

May your hostas be full,  

May your slugs be few 

Hosta-la-Vista,  

Mike Kraus 

 

 

 

President’s Letter continued 
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Visit Nancy Huck’s Hosta Garden 

Walk Sunday July 8 

2 to 4 pm in  Bensenville 

Nancy Huck’s Garden 

2018 marks the 40th anniversary of the purchase of my 
home.   My yard was very plain with only a few plants and 
lots of lawn.  Over the years, all the lawn in the back yard 
and most of the front disappeared as I bought more plants.   
There were a few common hostas.   Some formed seed 
pods, so I grew lots of babies.   These babies are now 25 
years old.  

 In 2000, I went to a flea 
market in Wisconsin and 
bought ‘June’ from Jack 
Barta.  That was my first 
named hosta.  There are 
over 300 in my collec-
tion—wherever you look 
in my yard you’ll find a 
hosta or two or three. In 
autumn 2013, I had a 
pond installed—complete 
with hostas around the 
edges.  I planted grass 
next to the garage to use 
as a dog run, but the grass died because of shade, so I 
planted more hostas there.  Poor dog!!!                                           

My back yard is very shady, and 
hostas are the best solution. 
There is a huge silver maple tree 
which is almost 70 years old.    
Some areas get no sun at all.  Hos-
tas there survive but don’t thrive. 
The garden is lovely  & relaxing. 

Nancy’s garden will be open 2 to 
4pm Sunday July 8. 

Driving Directions:   

Address:  356 Spruce Ave., 
Bensenville, IL 

From Rt. 83 and Hillside Avenue 
(just North of Irving Park  Road) 
go west on Hillside to the first in-
tersection which is Spruce Avenue.  
Turn right (North) to the 7th house 
on the left.  Photos by Nancy Huck 
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Hosta Garden Walk Preview  

 July 22 in Glen Ellyn 

Lindalee Stuckey Garden 

We live in the Glen Ellyn Woods subdivision. All of the 
properties here are large & spacious.  The well water is 
great for the plants. In the front, we have two mature 
maples and 2 magnolias near the driveway with hostas, 
Lenten roses, bleeding hearts, and coralbells. The south 
side of the yard has more sun so there are daylilies, Japa-
nese anemone, and iris. The back yard includes our col-
lection of Star Trek daylilies and many other daylilies.  We 
have about 250 different hybrids.  We also have about 20 
different Asiatic and Oriental lilies, milkweed, shrubs and 
annuals.  

 As of last week, we had 16 monarch caterpillars.  We 
have lots of seating on the porch and will have cold 
drinks for our visitors. 

Larry initially resisted having a big flower garden, but 
when he heard that some plants had Star Trek names, he 
became inspired. He laid out the stones so that the Star 
Trek garden could be seen on Google Earth.  We have 
Star Trek hostas, irises, and one dahlia along with the 
Star Trek themed daylilies.  

Their garden will be open from 2 to 4 pm Sunday July 22. 

Driving Directions 

Lindalee Stuckey and 
Larry Cole live at 3S123 
Mulberry, Glen Ellyn.  

From westbound I-88, 
take the Hwy 53 exit 
and go north towards 
Morton Arboretum. 
Turn left onto Park 
Blvd. At the light near 
the Morton Arboretum. 
Turn left onto Tama-
rack.  After going just 
two houses west turn 
right onto Mulberry 
Lane. The house will be 

on the right in mid-block with a unicorn and tiger mailbox.  
Photos by Lindalee Stuckey 
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Annual Hosta Auction & Plant Sale 

Sunday August 12 

Our annual NIHS auction, plant sale and raffle is our 

only annual fundraising event and we need your help 

to make it a success.  The auction will be held on Sun-

day August 12 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.  Please plan to 

be there to support the NIHS and have fun bidding on 

plants that may be hard to find elsewhere.  

Extraordinary bargains are always a possibility.  Once 

again, Mark Zilis will serve as our auctioneer.   Bidding 

will be friendly but fast-paced and things could get ex-

citing.   There will be a sale of a number of plants at 

low fixed prices for bargain hunters.   We will offer 

raffle tickets with some mature hostas and other items 

as prizes.  Refreshments will be provided.   

The auction will be held at The Community House, 415 

W. Eighth St in Hinsdale from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.   

Plan to arrive at 12:30 pm to donate your plants, regis-

ter to bid and preview the plants you will want to bid 

on.   Your participation and the addition of attendees 

from outside NIHS are critical to the success of the auc-

tion.  The more bidders we have, the more interesting 

the bidding becomes.   

We need your donations of potted plants (hostas 

and companion plants) to be delivered by about 

12:30 pm to the Community House.  We are looking 

for high quality, pest & disease-free plants, espe-

cially newer varieties or hard to find older plants 

that you would be happy to have in your garden.  

Dig or divide your plants as soon as possible so they 

look good for the auction.  Donations from our 

members make up the majority of the plants auc-

tioned, but we hope for some donated plants from 

vendors. Our goal is for a record number of plants 

and auction proceeds! 

Here are some other ways you can help make the 

auction a success:  

¨ bring a non-member friend to the auction 

¨ copy this page and share with your gardener 

friends and plant club members  

 Driving Directions: From Ogden Ave/IL 34 in 

Hinsdale turn South on York Road which turns into 

Garfield Ave and continue to Eighth St. Turn Right 

to the Community House at 415 W. on the right.  

Photos from 2017 Auction, by Ron Asselborn 
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Fall Potluck & Annual Meeting 

Be There! 

Each year we hold our Potluck/Annual Meeting and 
Plant Swap in September at a host home.  Historically 
this is the most well attended meeting of the year due 
to weather and interest.  The fun begins with the pot-
luck lunch, the highlight,  given all the wonderful food 
prepared by our members.  It is a time to rekindle 
friendships with old friends as well as meet new ones.   

A brief Business Meeting 
will follow at which time 
we will present the 2019 
Budget for discussion and 
your approval. The final 
part of the business 
meeting will be the elec-
tion of officers.  We will be 
electing the following 
officers for a two year 
term: Vice President- Pro-
grams, Hospitality Chair, 
Membership Secretary 
and one Director-at-Large position.  The second Direc-
tor-at-Large position will be elected for one year com-
pleting the term of the vacated position.   

The Nominating Committee is working to develop a 
slate of candidates for the open positions. Their recom-
mendations will be presented at the Annual Meeting.  
Additional nominations may also be made from the 
floor at the meeting. 

Please consider volunteering  for one of the board posi-
tions up for election this year.  NIHS would welcome 
your thoughts and ideas as we continue to fulfill our 
mission to educate the public about hostas, to encour-
age the development of new cultivars and to promote 
their use in the landscape.  We have a good group of 
people who work well together and share ideas.  Usual-
ly the only bad idea is the one not shared or discussed.  
As I have continually pushed the thought, the more vol-
unteers we have participating the less any one individu-
al has to do and really the more fun we all have.  This is 
YOUR society.  Step up and participate in the fun.  

We need a  host home for the Fall Pot-
luck & Annual Meeting!  The weather should 

be nice for an outdoor event. Please step up and 
volunteer. To ask  questions or discuss please con-
tact Mike Kraus or any other Board member. Mike is 
at (815) 356-8569 or kraus6311@comcast.net.  
Once we have a host we will be able to set the date 
in September.  Plan to attend and have a good time 
with everyone! 

Please contact the Nominating Committee Chair, Linda 
Hefferin at linda@hefferin.com. 

At the end of the annual meeting we conduct a “plant 
swap”.  If you would like to participate bring a hosta or 
other plant you are willing to trade for another.  Bring 
more than one if you would like.  You may choose one 
plant for each plant you bring. 

Photos from 2017 Fall Potluck & Annual Meeting. By Ron Asselborn 

mailto:kraus6311@comcast.net
mailto:linda@hefferin.com
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Visit: www.midwesthostasociety.org/ 

Midwest Region Hosta Society 

 
 

 
 

MRHS 2018 Convention 

Peoria, IL - "Hostas Play in Peoria"  

July 12 - 14, 2018 

Click this link for details.  http://
www.midwesthostasociety.org/
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Gardening with Hostas 

By Diana Stoll 

Heinous Acts of Horticulture  
 

It is hard to believe that anything garden related could make me crab-
by, but there are a few things that just make my green thumbs twitch. Nor-
mally a good-natured sort, I don’t often complain, but when I start ranting 
about heinous acts of horticulture, it can get intense. Read on, if you dare. 

Volcano mulching tops the list. After all that has been published about 
the damage it causes, there is no reason mountains of mulch around the 
bases of trees still exist. Instead of spewing lava, volcano mulching may 
cause the death of trees, inviting pests and causing decay. 

Sprinklers running in the rain is a close second on my list of garden 
rants. Why, oh why, are we so careless with one of our most precious re-
sources?  

I don’t know about you, but I already have plenty of weeds in my gar-
den so when I am choosing plants at a garden center, weeds in the pots 
make me crazy! I know weed seeds travel and garden center staff is busy, 
but unless it is a plant I have been hunting for a long time, I set it back on 
the bench and leave, empty handed and disappointed. 

Shame on those gardeners who sell invasive plants at plant sales to 
unwitting newbies. If plants are aggressive in their own gardens, why let 
them loose in others? Plants with offensive propensities have their place in 
the landscape as ground covers, erosion control and weed suppression but 
their aggressive nature should be clearly labeled. Making a few dollars isn’t 
worth turning an excited beginning gardener into a disgruntled non-
gardener. 

Ranting can be so ther-
apeutic. I could use a 
little more haranguing 
healing - can you han-
dle a few more? 
    The plant tags dan-
gling like gaudy jewelry 
from the branches of 
trees and shrubs may 
not rise to the same 
level of the aforemen-
tioned crimes against 
cultivation, but besides 

being unattractive, strings can cut into 
bark as it tightens around growing 
branches. Wouldn’t a wind chime play 
a more soothing garden song than tags 
flapping in the breeze? 

Instead of planting artificial flowers 
in window boxes, I vote homeowners 
just remove the window boxes. Enough 
said. 

I just don’t understand dyed mulch. 
Some believe red mulch may promote 
better growth. I find the color jarring. 
Others suppose black mulch captures 
more heat from the sun – good in the 
spring, I guess, but what about on hot 
and sunny summer days? And even 
though many brands are dyed with ad-
ditives that are not harmful, some less 
expensive mulches may use toxic dyes.  

Finally, I just hate it when I see pots 
of plants lining the driveways of gar-
deners who have brought home more 
plants than they have time to plant. 
The poor plants sit there, hoping for 
sufficient water and crying out to be 
transplanted where they can spread 
their roots in permanent homes.  

Wow, that felt so good my green 
thumbs are no longer twitching. I feel 
so good, in fact, I am going to grab a 
shovel and starting planting some of 
those plants on my driveway. 
 
Diana Stoll is a NIHS member & garden 
writer who writes a weekly column for 
the Chicago Daily Herald. She blogs 
regularly at ww.gardenwithdiana.com.  Diana confesses to buying plants faster than she can plant them. She reports all 

have been planted and are doing well!      Photo by Diana Stoll 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT OUR AHS HOSTA GARDEN AT CANTIGNY? 

By Barbara King 

The answer is construction, and that’s about it!  The 
one workday we scheduled in early June had to be 
canceled because, as things turned out, the construc-
tion crew decided to work in and around the garden 
that day.  Our Cantigny contacts will let us know as 
soon as we can get in there to make it beautiful again. 

The good news is that when that time comes, work on 
paths through the garden area will have been com-
pleted.  That will make it easier for us to get around, 
and it will give us better views of any changes that 
have occurred.  It will also enable us to plan where to 
plant at least some of the 50 additional hosta varieties 
for the garden that Gary Antonich is holding for us. 

So hang in there, Cantigny volunteers!  I know it’s 
been an enthusiasm-draining year so far, but I’m 
hopeful that we’ll be able to get in the garden soon.  
We will definitely need your energy to make it beauti-
ful again.  I’ll be in touch soon. 

Photos courtesy of  Craig Kruckenberg, Cantigny 

Cantigny Park AHS National 
Display Garden is featured in the 

current The Hosta Journal, pages 18 - 
21. Barbara King’s article describes the 
origins and evolution of the hosta gar-
den and partnership with Cantigny. A 
dramatic 2-page photo by Ron Assel-
born highlights the feature titled 
“Cantigny Park Hosta Garden Wins AHS 
Status.” Check it out. 
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Hosta Leaf Display at CBG in June 

  Nancy Huck reports that we had a very successful Leaf Dis-
play on June 2 & 3 at the Chicago Botanic Garden. Hundreds 
of visitors viewed the display, purchased plants, and attended 
Lou Horton's Saturday seminar.  Nancy confirms we had  314 
different hosta varieties on display. 323 attendees voted for 
their favorite hosta leaf . The favorite was Hosta ‘Eskimo Pie’. 
Voting was as follows:  

 1.  Eskimo Pie - 26 votes 

2.  Rainbows End - 24 votes 

3.  Abiqua Drinking  Gourd - 21 votes 

4.  Orange Marmalade  - 20 votes 

5.  Sum & Substance - 12 votes 

6.  Great Expectations - 10 votes 

7.  Sharp Dressed Man - 9 votes 

8.  Smash Hit - 8 votes 

9.  Jubalani - 8 votes 

10.  Hideout & Ripple Effect - 7 votes each 

     “Thanks also to the volunteers and vendors. This was my first 
time coordinating the show and you made it easier for me. “ Nancy 

People pics clockwise from 

top right: Lou Horton - sem-

inar; Jean & Scott Lundberg, 

- ferns; Jack Barta - hostas; 

Nancy Huck - coordinator; & 

Jim & Jill Morrow with Sky-

lar - hostas. 

Photos by Ron Asselborn 
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Hosta Garden Walk at Linda Lood’s 
Pics & Commentary June 10 

An overcast day 

didn’t diminish 

the glory of Linda 

Lood’s (top left) 

garden. Many 

chartreuse hos-

tas and shrubs 

make her garden 

“pop”! Linda de-

livered tours to 

visitors who dis-

cussed various 

rabbit  deter-

rents  that have 

worked. Linda’s 

garden was a 

delight of hostas 

& other shade 

plants plus a 

goodly amount 

of sun lovers. 

Love for every-

one!  Photos by 

Ron Asselborn 
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Fun Bus Tour to Wisconsin & 
Rockford! 

Owen & Sue Purvis’ Elim 

Hosta Gardens in central 

Wisconsin was a favorite 

for hosta collectors. Gor-

geous display beds nes-

tled in the woods showed 

off the mature plants. 

Several dinosaur sculp-

tures provided a sense of 

whimsy.  

Below right, The bright 

gold hosta 'Hello Gor-

geous' is a prize-winning 

seedling from Own Purvis 

that attracted much com-

ment. Sorry, not for sale. 

Sue & Owen Purvis discussing an 

order, above. 

Photos by Mark Rekoske, Mark Meginness & Mike Kraus. 
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Fun Bus Tour - Anderson Japanese 
Gardens 

Zen Experience 

Photos by Mike Kraus & Mark Rekoske. 

Anderson Japanese Gardens is 

the premier Japanese garden in 

the United States. The gardens 

create a soothing of the body & 

soul. Pristine plants, walkways, 

& waterways comfort your sens-

es and create great expectations 

before every turn of the path. 

Hostas nestle into this land-

scape providing harmonious 

groundcovers and specimens.  

Walking the gardens produces a 

Zen state of meditation & peace 

with the world. 
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Fun Bus Tour - Two Lovely       
Rockford Gardens 

Two gorgeous gardens in 

Rockford concluded the Bus 

Trip. Betty Lou Remington’s 

woodland garden wandered 

thru lovely vignettes and 

seating areas. Betty is pic-

tured top right and her gar-

den is featured in the top 3 

photos.                                 

Lori Walsh , bottom right 

photo, hosted the crew in 

her back yard featuring 

many lovely hostas and com-

panion plants 

Photos by Mark Meginness & 

Mark Rekoske 



P A G E  1 6  

 

 

H O S T A  H A P P E N I N G S  

A special welcome to our newest 

hostaphiles!  

 Steve & Linda Mader, Libertyville 

 John & Jeanine Manser, Elgin 

 Craig “Corny” Myroup, Wheaton 

 David & Pamela Porter, Villa Park 

 

New Member Welcome!! 
BITS AND PIECES 

 

Join the NIHS by contacting Stevie Meginness,   Mem-

bership Secretary, 84 Dunham Place, St. Charles, IL 

60174 with your check for $20.  Please include your 

name(s), address, phone #, and current email address.  

Family membership dues of $20 for 2 years include email versions of 4 newsletters. 

Email us at NI.hosta@gmail.com. Call Stevie at 630-377-9306. Visit our website @ 

www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and visit us on Facebook. 

       

Host Needed for Sept. Potluck & Annual Mtg  - 

we need a place to eat & meet! Contact Mike Kraus. 

Cantigny Park AHS National Display 
Garden is featured in the current The Hosta Jour-

nal, pages 18 - 21. Barbara King’s article describes 
the origins and evolution of the hosta garden and 
partnership with Cantigny. A dramatic 2-page photo 
by Ron Asselborn highlights the feature titled 
“Cantigny Park Hosta Garden Wins AHS Status.” 

NIHS to host 2020 MRHS Convention 

At its April meeting, the NIHS board voted unani-
mously to offer to host the 2020 convention of the 
Midwest Regional Hosta Society.  

 Staging a convention requires a lot of help and sup-
port from our members, which we had in abun-
dance when we last hosted in 2013.  It’s also lots of 
fun.  We look forward to working with you in the 
coming months as plans develop. 

Hosta Walk Garden Hosts, Our Program VP, 

Mark Rekoske, is always looking for  special gardens 
for hosta walks.  If you know of such gardens, or if 
you have one, please contact Mark  at                   
marekoske@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:marekoske@gmail.com
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SPIDERS ARE GOOD GUYS 

By Sandra Mason, U of IL Extension 

Spiders need a good spin-doctor. The movie "Arachnophobia" 
certainly did not help their image. A tiny spider in the sink 
can compel the most self-assured person to scream for the 
designated spider killer in the family. Despite their reputa-
tion, spiders are beneficial. They eat all kinds of pesky bugs 
like flies and crickets. Actually they are opportunistic feeders 
and eat pretty much anything they can catch. I can relate to 
that lifestyle. 

Most spiders are shy and will avoid humans. Spiders can bite 
if provoked but generally the venom is not particularly toxic 
and merely causes a reddened area of the skin. People can 
have an allergic reaction to a bite and would want to consult 
a physician especially if the bite is slow to heal. The danger-
ous spider bites from brown recluses and black widows are 
much more rare since the development of indoor plumbing. 
Spiders just loved those outhouses. Pictures of these reclu-
sive spiders are readily available. 

As fall approaches, many spiders reach adulthood, mate, and 
lay eggs for next summer. Some of these spiders can get large 
and may cause unwarranted alarm. 

Orb weavers are the most obvious large spiders since they 
spin large webs a foot or more in diameter during the night 
across sidewalks, doorways, between garden plants and in 
other areas where they are quite noticeable. That's why the 
first person down the hiking trail in the morning is the spider 
web collector. Most of the large, common orb weav-
ers (Araneus) grow to a leg-span of 1-2 inches and have light 
and dark banded legs. 

Another common orb weaver is the large yellow and black 
garden spider or argiope. It builds a two-foot diameter web 
with a zigzag vertical strip of white silk in the center. They 
respond to vibration in the web by quickly running over to 
the prey, and subduing it by rolling it into a straightjacket of 
silk. It's great fun to catch a 
fly and toss it into a garden 
spider's web. It's not much 
fun for the fly, but cheap en-
tertainment for the family. 

Wolf spiders, pictured right, 
also may have a two-inch leg 

span, but do not build an orb web in which to catch 
their prey. Like their namesake, they run down and 
overpower the crickets, earwigs, and other insect 
prey. Many of the wolf spiders are hairy, dark brown 
and have a stripe or pattern down their backs. After 
hatching, the young spiderlings will ride on their 
mother's back for a few days before venturing off on 
their own. Wolf spiders are nocturnal and live among 
fallen leaves in taller grass, ground covers, and in 
other protected areas. They may wander into homes 
through cracks and crevices in the foundation as the 
temperature drops in the fall. 

Widespread 
destruction 
of spiders 
should be 
avoided and 
is not neces-
sary. To keep 
spiders out 
of your 
home clean 
up woodpiles 

and leaves from around the foundation. Caulk cracks 
and crevices around the foundation, windows and 
doors. Use a hose with high-pressure water to re-
move spiders from outside walls. Use yellow or sodi-
um vapor lights outside to reduce night flying insects 
around the home. Spraying the outside foundation 
and the soil next to it with diazinon insecticide may 
keep unwanted invaders out. Be sure to read and 
follow all label directions. 

Once in the home most spiders can be scooped up 
and gently deposited outdoors by the designated 
spider remover. Or can be removed by vacuuming. 
Also move and dust often behind and under furni-
ture, stored materials, wall hangings and ceiling cor-
ners to discourage spider establishment. 

Golden 

Silk Orb 

Weaver 

Yellow garden spider, Argiope aurantia 
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Highlights of AHS Convention 
"Phifty in Philly" in Philadelphia 

Mill Fleurs, above & left, is a dramatic garden carved from the 

hillsides leading to the owners renovated mill house.  

Cairnsgrove 

Gardens, 

right, provides 

the fish swim-

ming in a sea 

of sedges.  

Photos by Ron 

Asselborn 

David Teager & Stephen Fugate each have their 

individual gardening passions. David creates the 

hosta gardens in front, right pic, & Stephen  fo-

cuses on sun & potted plants, below pic. 
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Wyn Eden garden, above left, sits on 10 acres with a pond. This dramatic “hosta waterfall” consists of 10,000 hosta clumps of 3 

hosta varieties. The Barnes Arboretum , photos below, contains the National Display Garden of the American Hosta Society creat-

ed and maintained by the local Delaware Valley Hosta Society. Ron & Judi Asselborn, bottom right, receive a personal tour from 

Christel Badey, a garden volunteer (holding the umbrella).       Photos by Ron Asselborn 



President 

Michael Kraus                            

815-356-8569                          

kraus6311@comcast.net 

Vice President for Program 

Mark Rekoske                                             

224-622-1171       

marekoske@gmail.com 

Membership Secretary 

Stevie Meginness                       

630-363-7266           

NI.hosta@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary 

June Vandervest                                         

630-852-2940                                           

junevandervest@comcast.net 

NIHS Membership Secretary 

84 Dunham Place 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

The Northern Illinois Hosta 

Society is dedicated to edu-

cating the public and promot-

ing the use of hosta in the 

landscape. NIHS serves the 

people of Northern Illinois 

and surrounding areas.   

 Officers & Directors 

We’re on the Web ! www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org 

Visit us on Facebook 

Treasurer 

Linda Lood                  

847-426-9021                          

llood@sbcglobal.net 

Hospitality Chair 

Sherrie Hughes & Tony 
Kwiatkowski 

630-893-3091 

alhughes60172@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Ron Asselborn                               

630-587-1341                            

rasselborn5@gmail.com 

Publicity Director 

Lynn Walsh                                     

630-323-7200    

lynn@walshcommunications.

com 

Directors –At—Large 

Nancy Huck                        

630-595-4874                           

nancyh43356@att.net 

Janet Simpson 

630-881-9012                            

janetsimpson@comcast.net  

Visit 

Nancy 

Huck’s 

garden 

July 8 in 

Bensen-

ville. 

Photo by 

Nancy 

Huck 

Join the party at our Annual Hosta Auction 

& Plant Sale Sunday August 12. You, too, 

could go home with a carful of beauties! 
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