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   President’s Letter 

Hosta Happenings 
J U L Y  2 0 2 0  I S S U E  1 1 3  

2 0 2 0  C A L E N D A R A T  A  G L A N C E  

• July 12, Hosta Garden Walk #3, 

Crystal Lake 

• July 16-18,  MRHS Convention  

hosted by NIHS, Lisle    Postponed 

to July 8-10, 2021 

• July 19, Hosta Garden Walk #4,   

Warrenville 

• July 25, Annual Bus Trip to Wis.   

cancelled 

• Aug 9, Annual Hosta & Plant Auc-

tion, Community House, Hinsdale 

cancelled 

• Sept TBD, Fall Potluck & Annual 

Meeting  

• Oct 18, Fall Symposium, Cantigny 

Park,  Wheaton 

• Dec TBD, Holiday Party Potluck 

• July 8-10, MRHS Convention, Hos-

tas Chicago Style, hosted by NIHS, 
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Here we are in June and our gardens 
are in full bloom.  I hope that you all 
are in good health.  I find that our 
yard and hosta collection has be-
come my go to place to get away 
from everything that is going on in 
the world today. But as I spend more 
time in the garden I find that I want 
more and more hostas.  I have been 
keeping at least a few of our Mem-
ber Vendors busy this summer.  As I 
write this, it has been 4 hours since 
my last hosta purchase.  I am a 
“Hostaholic”.  Unfortunately, the 
government doesn’t offer any “hosta 
assistance” programs…that I am cur-
rently aware of. 

It has been unfortunate that many of 
our NIHS programs have been can-
celled and/or rescheduled to 2021.  
Because of the lack of events to date 
in 2020, the NIHS Board has decided 
to forgive everyone’s dues for the 
year 2020.  Please see our article 
following detailing changes to our 
membership dues. 

Our first garden walk of the year was 
at Dennis & Jen Hood’s garden in 
Geneva and it was a resounding suc-
cess.  I am told that we had around 
90 people visit the Hood garden.  
That is AMAZING and has to be some 
kind of record for NIHS.  It was really 
great to finally see everyone.  I want 
to thank all who made the trip to 
Geneva.  Our second garden walk 

Continued next page 
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was on June 28th at Lou & Nikki Horton’s in West Chi-
cago. Member turnout was again huge and so were 
the marvelous hostas. Lenny & I are looking forward 
to hosting all of you at our Hosta Garden Walk on 
July 12 in Crystal Lake. And Nancy Huck has added a 
4th Hosta Garden Walk at Jim & Jill Morrow’s on July 
19. Lou tells me that Jim Morrow will be offering hos-
tas to sell at their garden walk.  Don’t miss that op-
portunity as Jim typically has good sized plants at 
very reasonable prices.  I hope we continue to have 
great turnouts for our remaining walks. Check out 
Nancy Huck’s article detailing these upcoming Gar-
den Walks. 

As was previously announced our Annual Bus Tour 
scheduled for July 25th has been cancelled and will be 
rescheduled for 2021. Additionally, after discussions 
with the Board and subsequently trying to decide 
how we would handle the logistics of our annual auc-
tion, I have decided to cancel the auction for this 
year. Again, our primary concern is the health and 
safety of our members and all the participants in con-
ducting the auction. I believe the prudent thing to do 
is to cancel the auction. 

As I mentioned in both the March and May news-
letters, I am looking for volunteers to host the Sep-
tember Annual Meeting and the December Holiday 
Party.  If you can host one of these events or if you 
have questions, please contact me directly at 
kraus6311@comcast.net. 

May your hostas be full.  May your yards be slug and 
deer free. Above all else take care of your health and 
STAY SAFE. 

Hosta-la-Vista 

Mike Kraus 

 

 

 

 

President’s Letter continued 

Free Year of Membership Dues:    

We want to ensure that our members receive ap-
propriate value for their investment in NIHS dues.  
Though no fault of NIHS, it is obvious that we have 
not been able to deliver a full calendar of events in 
2020 due to coronavirus cancellations.  The Board 
has decided to extend all memberships by one year 
by waiving the dues for 2020 to compensate mem-
bers for the loss of activities.  We hope that as we 
enter 2021 most of the COVID-19 pandemic will be 
behind us and we can begin our “new normal”. 

How will we adjust and extend your dues?  If you 
sent in your dues for 2019 which covers the two-
year period beginning January 1, 2019 through De-
cember 31, 2020, we will add 1 year to your mem-
bership expiration date which will now become De-
cember 31, 2021. 

For those of you that have sent in your dues for 
2020 which covers the two-year membership period 
beginning January 1, 2020 through December 31, 
2021 we will also add an additional year which will 
show your membership ending December 31, 2022. 
If you have not sent in your dues for 2020 that is ok.  
You will make you next dues payment in 2021. 

As you renew or join for the two-year period begin-
ning January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2022, 
your dues membership period will go back to our 
regular two-year cycle as we should be back on 
track at that time. 

If you have any questions regarding this change 
please contact Stevie Meginness at 
sameginn@aol.com. Stevie will be able to tell you 
your new renewal date.  Each year Stevie sends out 
a reminder to those members whose dues are cur-
rently up for renewal. 

NIHS Board $$$ Decisions 

Continued page 6 

mailto:kraus6311@comcast.net
mailto:sameginn@aol.com
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Preview our Hosta Garden Walks 

By Nancy Huck 

large and giant hostas. The last couple of years we 
have begun to add a few complimentary plants like 
oakleaf hydrangeas, conifers and Japanese maples 

along with a dry creek 
down the east side of the 
property. 

Our 1+ acre property is pre-
dominantly forested hills on 
the north and west side of 
the house.  We have re-
claimed some of the area 
by clearing buckthorn and 
honeysuckle trees.  Our 
property is hilly and pre-
dominantly a collection of 
hostas.  We have added 
steppers to improve the 

walkability of our garden.  One NIHS friend, who shall 
go nameless, suggested I put in a zip line to make it 
easier to come back down after walking up the hill.   

It is nice to just sit back on our deck, relax and look 
out over our collection of hostas. Then it turns into 
how can I add a few more.” 

Directions to 6311 Carrie Ct, Crystal Lake:  From inter-
section of IL Rte 31 and IL Rte14 (Northwest Highway) 
go East on IL Rte 14, at the first stoplight turn left 
(north) onto Sands Road.  Continue on Sands Rd to 
Wyndwood Dr and turn right (east).  Continue on 
Wyndwood until it curves to the left. Turn right onto 
Lindsay Ln and immediately turn left onto Carrie Ct.  
We are the 5th house on the left, a blue cedar 2 story 
house.  You can drive up and turn around on the cul-
de-sac to park in front of the house. 

Mike & Lenny Kraus’ Garden Open 2 to 5 pm        

Sunday July  12 

“Lenny and I moved into our current home in 1994.  It 
was new construction with no landscaping other than 
grass and a lot of trees, oaks, shag bark hickories and a 
lot of buckthorn and hon-
eysuckle.  Lenny crafted 
most of the landscaping 
initially.  A few years after 
retiring I decided to get 
involved with hostas as 
Lenny had included some 
in our original landscaping.  
What started out as a sim-
ple way of sharing a com-
mon interest has turned 
into an addiction.  You 
know you have a problem 
when you see a hosta you 
like and just have to have it then have to figure out 
where the heck you are going to plant it.  Since 2010 we 
have added approximately 500 different cultivars.  Len-
ny prefers the smaller hostas.  We have a large collec-
tion of mice spread throughout the property.  I like the 

Pics by Mike Kraus  

Bring Your Mask and Sanitizer 
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Preview our Hosta Garden Walks 

continued 

Jim and Jill  Morrow’s Garden Open 2 to 5 pm        

Sunday July  19 - Newly Added 

“Our house sits on 3 lots and we’ve been here for over 

40 years.  Everything in the yard was planted  by  us ex-

cept for 5 maples, 2 elms, and a pine that were here 

when we moved in.  There are lots of unusual trees, 

shrubs, and perennials that we have added.  Like a lot of 

us, our hostas started  with a gift from grandma.   And 

then I found out there were more than 5 types.    Many 

thanks to Mark Zilis’ Q and Z 

Nursery who offered us 

wholesale plants when we 

started  Skyler’s Hostas.   Of 

course, that was before there 

was a Skyler!  We now have 

hundreds of mature hostas in 

the gardens. 

We currently sell plants out of 
the yard since all of the shows 
were cancelled due to the 
virus.  We will have plants for 

sale  at our hosta garden walk.  Or e-mail us at 
jdmmor@hotmail.com to set up a visit at another 
time.“ 

Directions to 3S630 Virginia Ave-

nue, Warrenville: 

From the intersection of Warren-

ville Road and Winfield Road, go 

East on Warrenville Road  to the 

second street on the left.  These 

streets only go North.  Turn North 

on Virginia Avenue.  We are the 

3rd house on the left, gray and 

white, 3S630 Virginia Avenue.  

Please park on the East side of the 

street.   
Pics by Jim Morrow 

mailto:jdmmor@hotmail.com
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Pay Dues On-Line Option: 

Separately, the Board has also decided it is time to 
offer the ability to pay dues online through our web-
site.  We will be using the same service provider, 
Square, that we use for the Annual Auction.  Stevie 
Meginness and Gary Blauser have been working 
through this project.  Once activated you will be able 
to pay your membership dues online.  You will be 
notified when this option is available for your use. 

Moderate Dues Increase: 

Your Board has also decided it is time to implement a 
moderate increase in our membership dues beginning 
in 2021. Beginning with 2021 memberships - dues will 
increase from $20 to $25 for the 2-year term.  This 
works out to a $2.50 annual increase.  We find that as 
we add additional events like the Fall Symposium, at 
no additional cost to you, NIHS is incurring additional 
expenses.  I hope that you will find this acceptable.  If 
you have any questions or comments please direct 
them to me at kraus6311@comcast.net. 

 

NIHS Board $$$ Decisions 

continued 

mailto:kraus6311@comcast.net
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Cantigny Park Update 
 

Cantigny Park is now open to the public, 
but the staff has not yet announced a 
schedule for volunteers, or how training 
requirements will be handled.  NIHS mem-
bers who have signed up to volunteer in 
the Cantigny Hosta Garden this year will 
hear from Barbara King as soon as Can-
tigny reveals its plans.  Many thanks to all 
of you for your patience. 

New Member Welcome!! 
Join the Northern Illinois Hosta Society 

Join the NIHS by contacting Stevie Meginness,   Member-

ship Secretary, 84 Dunham Place, St. Charles, IL 60174 

with your check for $20.  Please include your name(s), 

address, phone #, and current email address.  

Family membership dues of $20 for 2 years include email 

versions of 5 newsletters. 

Email us at NI.hosta@gmail.com. Call Stevie at 630-377-

9306. Visit our website @ 

www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and visit us on   

Facebook. 

  

A special welcome to our newest hostaphiles!  

• Ron Arian,  Roselle  

• Barbara Bozek, Crest Hill 

• Kevin Caliendo,  Aurora 

• David & Susan Johansen, Glen Ellyn 

• Joe Goodman & Sallea Wood, Evanston  
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Members receive three issues per year of The 

Hosta Journal, which includes color photos of 

hostas, reports on the national convention, sci-

entific info concerning current research pertain-

ing to hostas and advertisements of interest to 

hosta families. 

Dues for one year are $30 for an individual and 

$34 for a family. 

  

The 2022 AHS      

Convention will be in  

Minneapolis  

The 2021 AHS      

Convention will be  

in Kalamazoo, MI 

June 17-19 
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Gardening with Hostas 

By Diana Stoll 

Seven-son Flower: a Tree with Four Season Appeal 
 

Heptacodium miconoides, commonly called seven-son flower, was 
introduced to American gardens in 1980 but has yet to get the atten-
tion it deserves. Some may consider it a very large shrub; others 
might argue it’s a small tree. It doesn’t matter to me which category 
you put it in as long as I have one in my landscape. 
 
Native to China, seven-son flower grows quickly up to 25 feet tall 
and 15 feet wide. It tolerates light shade, but the best flowering oc-
curs in full sun.  
In spring, glossy dark green 
leaves, arranged in pairs on 
branches, unfurl to densely 
cover its irregular branching 
structure.  
 
In late summer, tiny, white, 
sweetly scented flowers 
burst from whorls of swollen 
buds at the ends of branch-
es. Each whorl typically con-
tains seven flowers (the rea-
son for its common name). 
Flowers continue to open for 
several weeks enveloping the 
tree in a cloud of white blos-
soms and providing sweet 
nectar for butterflies and 
bees.  
The flowering stage of a 
seven-son flower is very 
pretty, but its showiest season is just after flowering. The calyxes 
(the outermost petal-like leaves that form the outside of the flower) 
remain after the petals fall. They turn rosy pink and then darken to 
reddish burgundy. Unique and stunning don’t begin to describe it. 
 
In winter, after the leaves have surrendered to the season, the exfo-
liating bark of seven-son flower is revealed. Resembling the bark of a 

river birch, its light brown bark peels away 
to expose the deep brown layer under-
neath with markings of cream, green and 
orangey-yellow.  
 
Seven-son flower adapts to a wide range 
of soil conditions, although it prefers fer-
tile, moist, well-drained soil. In good soil, 
fertilizing is not necessary, but if it indi-

cates the need, feed it lightly 
in spring using a fertilizer for-
mulated for woody plants. 
After planting, keep the soil 
slightly moist until it is estab-
lished. After the roots have 
taken up residence in its new 
home, seven-son flower is 
relatively drought tolerant 
but will benefit from an occa-
sional drink of water during 
prolonged periods of hot, dry 
weather.  
 
Heptacodium miconoides 
rarely requires pruning, but if 
it needs a nip or tuck, do it in 
late winter before summer’s 
flower buds have formed. 
Some have reported a prob-
lem with suckering, but I 

have not experienced this. If suckers do 
occur, prune them out.  
 
Gardeners, often seduced by the spring 
blooms of crabapples and redbuds, should 
consider adding a seven-son flower to 
their yards to rekindle their romance with 
the garden later in the season.  

Pic by Diana Stoll 
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Moving the Beast! 

by June Vandervest 

 

I 
 am constantly reminded that every garden is a living growing enti-

ty, constantly changing and sometimes needing alterations. Recent-

ly I discovered that the beautiful blue Hosta that I planted a couple 

of years ago was suddenly crowding out its neighbors. By the process of 

elimination I decided that this must be Hosta Blue Angel.  It needed a 

place of its own where it would have more room to grow and not inhibit 

the rest of the plants in the area.  

After scouting several of my hosta beds I decided that a whole new loca-

tion was needed. I found a nice spot at the front of our property under a 

lovely crabapple that fit the bill.  After clearing out the non-essential 

plants nearby, I sized up the Blue Angel and visualized how I would be 

moving her. Moving many plants in the past has taught me that the pru-

dent way to proceed is to dig an adequate hole first before the plant in 

question is even dug out.  

I dug the hole allowing for about a 48” diameter plant spread. I soaked 

the area with water, augmented  the soil with a new natural fertilizer -  

alfalfa pellets. Got my garden cart, my favorite shovel, a heavy blanket, 

some rope and was ready to begin the move.  Now I was ready to move 

the beast! 

By tying the leaves together in a couple of places to protect them; I could 

also see where to dig. (pic 1) My digging tool of choice is a trenching 

shovel. It allows me to dig deeply into the soil and acts as a lever to help 

remove the hosta out of the ground.  I used the trenching shovel to dig 

the root ball out, retaining as much soil and roots as I could handle. I 

then slipped the heavy blanket underneath the hosta’s root ball and 

leaves (pic 2) and gently maneuvered the plant/root ball into my garden 

cart and away I went (pic 3). I placed the big hosta in the pre-dug hole so 

it sits at the same soil level as previously, added fresh soil and deeply 

watered in the plant (pic 4).   

My Hosta Blue Angel seems to have made the transition well with no loss 

of vigor (pic 5). Now there’s room for four new hostas in the space left 

behind.                  
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Dave’s View  

-  Garden Bright Spots-  By Dave Trollope 

Here are some bright spots of our stay at 
home time through spring (and now early 
summer - where does the time go?). I like 
these photos because they show the varie-
ty of views and foliage often hidden and 
only discovered by getting closer! 

Continued 

next page 

Clockwise from top 

right - Tulip Lady 

Jane, Pulmonaria 

“Mrs. Moon’, Fern 

Branford Beauty,            

H. ‘Francis Williams’, 

H. ‘Sweet Home   

Chicago’ in            

Center. 
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Dave’s View  

continued 

Clockwise from top right - H. ‘Powder Keg’, Hellebore, Japanese 

Pachysandra, Martagon Lily, H. ‘Key West’ & H. ‘Wheaton Blue’. 
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Finally Outside! - Hood Hosta     
Garden Walk June 7 

Hostas, trolls, and visitors enlivened  
the gorgeous afternoon in early June. 
Dennis (right pic) and Jen Hood’s amaz-
ing yard , the weather and the oppor-
tunity to safely venture outside 
combined to lure the hostaphiles  
to resume their socializing and 
adding to their hosta wish lists. 

Pics by Ron 

Asselborn & 

Nancy Huck 
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Gardeners, Collectors, Splitters, 

Clumpers 

By Ray Rodgers 

 The exercise described here is meant strictly for fun. 

Regardless of how you rate yourself, your member-

ship in your local hosta society will not be revoked, 

you may still be asked to serve on the Board, and 

your smiling face at each of the monthly meetings 

will continue to be appreciated. The first phase of this 

self-assessment is to determine whether your gar-

dening traits make you more of a gardener or a col-

lector.  

The purest of “Gardeners” have a predetermined 

place for every 

purchase and 

every plant 

must be in its 

place. Planting 

three or more 

of a particular 

variety often 

makes good 

design sense. Such gardeners have a seemingly never

-ending thirst, or possibly an addiction, to work in 

their gardens. Gardeners typically are not concerned 

with exactly how many hostas they have, and are not 

terribly concerned about labeling or keeping track of 

plant purchases in any way. Their primary concern is 

to possess diverse plantings, providing ever-changing 

seasonal appeal.  

Gardeners that join hosta societies often gradually 

move at least slightly towards becoming collectors, 

while still retaining the seasonal beauty of their gar-

dens. 

 “Collectors” do not make purchases based on need. 

In the mind of 

the most avid 

collectors, 

there is always 

room for more 

hostas, even 

when available 

space dictates 

otherwise. In 

their minds, there are friends’, neighbors’ and rela-

tives’ yards to relegate the less desirable hostas, cre-

ating space for more exciting varieties. More so than 

gardeners, collectors have a hard time resisting the 

lure of newer introductions. At least on occasion, col-

lectors are more willing to exceed their price comfort 

zone for “must have” hostas. When doing so, they 

may choose not to share the purchase price with their 

spouse.  

A collector would rather purchase three different vari-

eties than three of one variety. Collectors may do 

what is required to display their hostas well, but 

when given a choice, will often opt for another buying 

trip or the opportunity to visit someone else’s garden, 

rather than work in their own. Such collectors most 

often keep track of all hosta purchases, usually in 

some sort of hard-copy or electronic spreadsheet. At 

any time, collectors typically know at least approxi-

mately how many hostas they have, especially during 

the early years of their addiction. To the most avid 

hosta collector, a good companion plant would be 

another hosta. Those that start out as true collectors, 

find it difficult to spend very much of their available 

funds on other types of plant material. In my opinion, 

gardeners that become collectors are more apt to 

have beautiful gardens than those of us that start out 

as collectors. 

Continued next page 
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Gardeners, Collectors, Splitters, 

Clumpers continued 

 On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 exhibiting only traits of the purest 

gardener and 10 being the 

most avid collector), where 

are you? For the sake of 

this exercise, let’s say the 

person exhibits some traits 

of both the gardener and the collector, but lean a bit more 

towards the right. Let’s rank this person as a 7. Through 

the eyes of this long-time hosta lover and admirer of great 

gardens, a 6 or 7 is optimal.  

Regardless of how you have rated yourself to this point, 

there are two other traits for consideration. Gardeners as 

well as collectors can be splitters, clumpers, or somewhere 

in between. 

 When “Splitters” purchase double or multi-eyed hostas, 

their mind even-

tually gets 

around to divid-

ing. Sometimes it 

is right away, 

sometimes the 

action happens 

the following 

year. For these 

folks, more is 

better than big! Splitters are quick with the knife when it 

comes to sharing, trading, selling, or feel the need for a 

hosta to have a presence in another location. Newer hosta 

fanciers often consider dividing as a way to quickly increase 

their total number of hostas. Some splitters don’t know, or 

choose to ignore the fact, that unlike iris and daylilies, hos-

tas do not need to be divided. 

 In contrast, 

“Clumpers” 

are basically 

the exact op-

posite. They 

take great joy 

in nurturing 

their hostas 

into large ma-

ture clumps. For these folks, bigger is truly better 

than more! When clumpers feel a particular hosta is 

not sited for optimal growth, they would rather 

move the entire clump than chop it up. Clumpers 

don’t make great trading partners.  

On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 always having a reason to 

divide hostas, and 

10 almost never 

wanting to divide 

a hosta), where 

are you? For this part of the assessment, let’s con-

sider the person as an 8. 

 In my opinion, single clumps grown to perfection 

are far more impressive than multiple smaller 

plantings of the same variety. Yet, dividing is cer-

tainly recommended for hostas that are sporting, 

reverting, or to a lesser extent experiencing center 

clump dieback. Thusly, I would consider something 

in the 7 to 9 range as being ideal. 

 So, based on the example, the fictitious person is 

rated as a 7 on the 

Gardener / Collec-

tor scale and an 8 

on the Splitter / 

Clumper scale. Combined, this person would be a 

7/8.  

What are your numbers?  Keep in mind that no 

matter where you rate yourself today, your num-

bers may change as your gardening experiences 

continue to evolve. Pics by Ron Asselborn 
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Lou Horton’ Humongous Hostas -    
Hosta Garden Walk June 28 

Amazingly large hostas and gor-
geous Bottlebrush Buckeye and oth-
er stunning shrubs and trees kept 
visitors oohing and aahing. Lou’s 
stunning H. Victory near the porch 
was a showstopper at 6’ wide. Summer garden delights! 

Pics by Ron Asselborn  
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Five Who Built the Hosta World  

by Bill Meyer 

 A glance through the Hosta Library gives an idea of the 

expanse of the hosta world as it is today in 2020. The 

links page there also shows the extent of other sources 

of hosta information. Almost all of this was created in 

my lifetime and I found myself thinking about who laid 

the foundation for it all. Who were the people who laid 

the cornerstones that it was all built upon?  

Five people stood out as the ones who changed the 

world of hostas from a few old garden staples to the 

vast and rich empire that it is today. As each worked in 

different areas they can't be ranked for importance, so I 

list them in chronological order. Each of the below-

listed people looked at the world they found them-

selves in and saw room to build. They rolled up their 

sleeves and got to work. Over their lifetimes, each 

through thousands of hours of work, changed that 

world in a way that would last. 

 Alex Summers  

Starting with a small 

nursery on Long Island, 

Alex gathered to him the 

leading lights of hostas 

in the 1960s and formed 

the American Hosta So-

ciety. He shepherded it 

through its infancy as 

president and editor for 

its first ten years. It was 

the first hosta society and it was the center of hosta 

development through the later 1900s.  

 

 

Florence Shaw  

Working in obscuri-

ty in Massachusetts 

during the 1960s 

into the early 

1970s, Florence's 

hybridizing vastly 

expanded the range 

of hosta cultivars. 

Many of her plants 

are still very popular today and sports of them are 

even more so. No one had nearly the impact on hosta 

development that she did, but her importance was 

obscured by Paul Aden, who got away with claiming 

credit for her work for decades before being exposed.  

George Schmid   

George dug deeply 

into the mysteries of 

the origins of hostas, 

traveling the world to 

research his book The 

Genus Hosta, and his 

thorough internet 

publication Hosta 

Species Update at the 

Hosta Library. He de-

lineated and described the species in great detail and 

his body of work is considered worldwide as the de-

finitive work on the genus. 

 

Photo credits: Alex Summers by Ali Pollock;  Florence 

Shaw by Maureen Cameron;  George Schmid by Mikky 

Lockwood;  Mark Zilis by Carol Brashear;                  

Bob Axmear by Mary Axmear 
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Mark Zilis   

Mark first impacted the 

hosta world with the de-

velopment of tissue cul-

ture for hostas, changing 

the scene dramatically as 

new hostas soon became 

widely and cheaply availa-

ble. He went on to run 

Q&Z Nursery, putting 

hundreds of hostas, many his own introductions, into 

the marketplace. In addition, his deeply researched 

books rank among the very top works on the genus, 

especially the massive Hostapedia.  

Bob Axmear   

In the late 1990s, there 

was essentially no hosta 

presence on the internet. 

Bob set out to change 

that. He not only created 

the HostaLibrary but the 

first hosta nursery web-

sites as well. Before Face-

book became a big part of the hosta internet, the Hos-

taLibrary and the many nursery sites were where most 

of the hosta activity on the net was. 

 Without these five giants the hosta world would be so 

much less today.  

Both articles on this page and previous were originally 

published in the Georgia Hosta Notes A Publication of 

The Georgia Hosta Society March 2020 and March 2018 

respectively. 

O 
ne of the most storied myths we 

learned as children was that there was 

a pot of gold at the end of every rain-

bow. Not only that, but that the pot of 

gold was guarded by a tricky leprechaun. In our won-

derful world of hostas, however, it turns out that in 

lieu of a pot of gold, there is an exciting little hosta at 

the end of our rainbow named 'Rainbow's End'.  

H. 'Rainbow's End' was discovered as a sport in a tis-

sue culture run of H. 'Obsession' by that master hos-

ta leprechaun, Hans 

Hanson, who couldn't 

help but notice the 

dazzling mix of colors 

- clear dark green 

leaves with very 

streaky bright cream-

to-yellow centers. It 

would be a challenge 

to find any two leaves 

exactly alike due to 

the wildly variable 

streaking.  Registered in 2005, H. 'Rainbow's End's 

clump size is listed as 11" high and 21" wide. Like its 

sport parent, it has 16"-19" showy burgundy scapes 

sporting lavender flowers to further dress up this 

already dressed-to-the-hilt hosta. The elliptic-shaped 

leaves are registered as 6" long by 4" wide. H. 

'Rainbow's End' is a somewhat slow-growing hosta 

but it is well worth the wait to get it to full size. It 

grows quite well in containers and makes a beautiful 

little specimen plant, whether in a container or in the 

ground. Yep, for us hopelessly addicted hosta ad-

dicts, H. 'Rainbow's End' is better than a pot of gold! 

Rainbow's End - Better Than a 

Pot of Gold!  

Pic by Walters Gardens 
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See Hosta ‘High Voltage’ and many other electrifying hostas at the 

”Kraus Haus’ on Sunday July 12. 

Experience hostas galore in sun & shade at the Morrow 

garden on July 19 - with the opportunity to purchase some. 


