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The Newsletter of the Northern Illinois Hosta Society
I S S U E

2022 CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

•

July 9, Hosta Caravan , Dixon &
Sycamore

•

July 14-16, 2022 MRHS Convention,
Hostas Chicago Style, hosted by
NIHS, Lisle - Save the Date!

•

July 24, Bob Solberg Event at

Hornbaker Gardens, Princeton
•

August 14, NIHS Picnic & Annual
Hosta Auction, Cantigny Park

•

September TBD, Annual Meeting

•

October 16, Fall Symposium,
Cantigny Park

•

December TBD, Holiday Party
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President’s Letter
How are your hostas doing? The
Spring started out with multiple
frosts and now to make up for that
we are experiencing some extreme
heat warnings. I don’t know about
you but I have a few plants where
the leaves have been singed by this
heat. It’s nice to know that as long
as we keep them adequately hydrated, they will come back strong
next year.
CONGRATULATIONS to Ron Asselborn. Ron won the 2022 Award for
Best Newsletter at June’s American
Hosta Society’s Convention in Minneapolis. Great job Ron!!
Also, a Big Thank You to Barbara
King, Diane Barrowman and the
Cantigny volunteers. The AHS National Display garden is really looking good again this year.
Each of the past 2 weekends we
have had two-fer garden walks. For
those of you who could not make it
to any of the 4 gardens, you missed
an opportunity. It is amazing how
people can come up with individual
thoughts of how a garden can be
composed. See Ron Asselborn’s
article and pictures following .

Register for the Convention at
https://2022mrhsconvention.regfox.com/2022
-mrhs-conventn-main-page

J U L Y
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After a two-year hiatus due to the
pandemic, we were finally able to
host our annual Leaf Display and
Plant Sale at the Chicago Botanic
Garden. What a success. We met a
lot of new people and most particiContinued next page
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President’s Letter continued
pated in our hosta leaf contest to determine their favorite hosta leaf. Although we only allowed one vote per
person, one little boy filled up 4 little pieces of paper
front and back listing his favorites. And, a talented woman drew the four leaves that were her favorites ( see pic
on right). What an incredible talent. I want to thank all
of the volunteers who helped with the setup, helped
with the vendor move-in, walked the floor and engaged
the visitors in conversation and finally the clean up.
Please see Zoe Ingersoll’s article below for details.
Check out the Calendar at a Glance to see our upcoming
events scheduled for the remainder of the year.
Check out Mark Rekoske’s article describing this year’s
car caravan to Dixon.
One event in particular I want to bring to your attention
is the MRHS Convention in Lisle July 14 – 16 this year.
Yes, it is really going to take place. No more delays. DO
NOT MISS this opportunity. NIHS last hosted this convention in 2013. There will be garden walks and educational
speakers on Friday and Saturday. All registered
attendees will get a hosta plant to take home. Since we
have delayed this event 2 times, these are garden-ready
large beautiful plants from Bob Solberg. There will also
be vendors selling not only hostas … sorry I am stepping
into another article. See Barbara King’s article for details.
Hey, did I already say don’t miss this event?
This year NIHS will be going back to an in-person auction.
Our on-line auction the last two years was a huge success. Directly a result of all the work of Mark Rekoske,
Judi and Ron Asselborn and all of their volunteers. It was
a huge onerous task to say the least. Read Mark Rekoske
and Judi Asselborn’s article below.
I want to thank everyone who has participated in the
events the Board has put on. We have had wonderful
attendance at both our Winter and Spring Symposiums.
Participation in the Sponsor plant sale was also good. I
look forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming
NIHS events and the MRHS Convention (July 14 – 16).

Hosta-la-vista,

Mike Kraus

Pic by Mike Kraus

Don’t Miss Bob Solberg at Hornbaker’s
FREE with Registration
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Hosta Caravan Tour July 9
Seize the Day!
By Mark Rekoske
Gorgeous glorious gardens is the theme for our Hosta
Caravan on Saturday July 9! Invite a friend to carpool—
good gardening conversation will be a bonus. We’ll visit
2 gorgeous gardens, can lunch in the park and purchase
some plants—all in one day.
Joan Lemme gardens on a 10 acre partly wooded property where she and her late husband, Gene, built their
home in the 1970’s. Gene’s passion
was for hybridizing thousands of
daylilies and today Joan has retained many of the daylilies. They
should be in peak bloom when we
visit. In the wooded areas of the
property Joan, who now has some
helpers, maintains a hosta garden of
hundreds of varieties that number
over 5,000 plants. Each year Joan
adds some new varieties to the garden. The Lemme garden also includes a variety of specimen trees,
grasses and other perennials as well
as a collection of tropical plants. In
2006, the Lemme garden received

the Chicago Tribune’s Glorious
Garden award. Joan reports that she still gets excited
over the return of the gardening season each spring.
Joan calls her garden Hosta Heaven and is excited to
visit with NIHS hostaphiles. Joan is at 875 Raynor Rd,
Dixon, IL
Joe Franklin and his wife, Ida, garden next door to the
Lemme garden. The Franklin garden is on a smaller
property than Joan’s and his style of gardening is quite
different. Unlike the expansive, informal gardens next

door, Joe specializes in bonsai and meticulously maintains
his gardens in a more formal, precise manner. He grows
an extensive collection of perennials and woody plants.
Also, Joe and Ida plant an extensive vegetable garden
each year. Location 869 Raynor Rd, Dixon next to Joan’s.
Joan Lemme suggests we consider spending
lunch at Dixon’s Riverfront Park at US Hwy
52 (Galena St) on east bank of the Rock River. Pack a picnic lunch or pick up food at a
takeout restaurant opposite the park.
Blumen Gardens is located on a converted
industrial property near downtown Sycamore. It is located at 403 Edward Street.
Blumen Gardens includes about 4.5 acres of
perennials, shrubs and trees for sale. Blumen
also displays a huge inventory of garden art,
accessories, planters and home décor items.
On the day of our visit, caravan participants
will receive a 20% discount on all purchases
by mentioning the Northern Illinois Hosta
Society car caravan.
Join us on the Hosta Caravan. Dixon Illinois is conveniently located near I-88 about 80 miles west of Wheaton.
Sycamore Illinois is located about 50 miles east of Dixon
on the way back to the Chicago area. The gardens will be
open from 10:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. Blumen Gardens
will be open until 5:00 p.m. To participate, send me an
email at marekoske@gmail.com by July 4th so I can tell
our garden hosts how many visitors to expect. Attendance, of course, is free. I will provide addresses and driving directions by return email.
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IT’S ALMOST HERE: MIDWEST
CONVENTION BEGINS JULY 14
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By Barbara King

After four years of planning and two years of postponements, the Midwest Regional Hosta Society convention really is going to happen! NIHS, as host, will
have all the pieces in place for Hostas Chicago Style,
July 14 – 16. It will be headquartered at the Hilton
DoubleTree in Lisle. Here are the highlights:
A Chicago Style Pizza Party (optional) will kick off
the convention at Cantigny Park, where attendees
can enjoy a casual pizza dinner and tour the AHS
National Hosta Display Garden that NIHS created
in partnership with Cantigny’s horticulture staff.
A favorite feature: Tours of gorgeous private gardens that are remarkable for their hosta collections, yet each garden has other unique features.
Visits will be spread over two days: Four gardens
in Chicago’s western suburbs on Friday, and five
others in the northern suburbs on Saturday. A gorgeous optional garden will be available for those
who can visit on Sunday morning
Three seminars will be conducted by excellent,
informative speakers who will discuss how to enhance a garden with conifers, native plants, and
the latest hostas.

The Jansen Garden, one of the nine Tour Gardens.
Don’t Miss Them!

Saturday evening’s keynote speaker Ed Lyon, Director of Reiman Gardens in Ames, IA, will explain how
to achieve colorful texture in the hosta garden.
Other convention events open to attendees and
the public include a hosta leaf show, vendors with
the latest hostas and other items, a seedling show,
and the Friday evening hosta auction fundraiser.
Go to http://www.midwesthostasociety.org/ for more
details and to register to attend these events, plus two
four-course dinners at the hotel and evening hospitality
gatherings. Be sure to click on the Convention Schedule
to learn the days and specific times of each one.
Remember that NIHS members must register if they
want to see the gardens and hear the speakers!! Just
go to midwesthostasociety.org. Members who volunteer to help at the convention pay a reduced registration fee. Several volunteer assignments are still available. Contact Barbara King at bhk430@att.net or 630643-2263.
It would be wonderful to have more of our members
there. NIHS is working hard to make sure that this convention will be a memorable experience for all who
come. You won’t want to miss Hostas Chicago Style!
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Picnic Sunday August 14 at Cantigny Park
1st of Two Fun Events
Our first annual NIHS Picnic and Auction to be held at Cantigny Park Picnic
Pavilion on Sunday, August 14. The fun will begin promptly with a Pot-luck lunch at Noon. NIHS will provide the main
dish, beverages, utensils and plates. We are asking all of you good cooks out there to provide a salad, side dish or dessert plus serving utensils. Plan to arrive early by 11:15 am to drop off your dish and Auction plants, to socialize and
visit the AHS National Display Garden on the grounds. The picnic is open to NIHS members only. The Picnic Pavilion is
located just North of the Cantigny Park visitor center parking lot. This will be a fun old-fashioned picnic with great
food! Mark you calendar. Parking/entry is Free for picnic/auction attendees - just mention the NIHS event at the gate.
If you would like to help with organizing the picnic, please contact Judi Asselborn at jasselborn5@gmail.com or 630460-0209. Please see the article below for further information on the Auction.

Hosta Auction Sunday August 14 at Cantigny Park
2nd of Two Fun Events
Beginning at 1:30 pm, after our picnic lunch, we will hold our first in-person auction in
several years. It will be quite informal; we do not expect to have the services of an experienced auctioneer. However, we will have some outstanding hostas donated by NIHS
members. Faith and Andy Campbell and Pete Postlewaite, who are downsizing their collections, have already donated a number of really special plants. In addition, we ask
each member attending to plan to donate one or two hostas that you would be proud
to present as a gift to a fellow gardener. We will be limited in time for the auction so
we will have fewer plants than at recent auctions, but I expect to have some high quality
plants to offer.
Bidding will be friendly and fast-paced. I am looking for volunteer auctioneers to help present the offerings. If you
are willing to serve as an auctioneer for part of the auction, or if you are willing to volunteer to help receive and record plants, help with carrying plants during the auction, or help with checkout please contact Mark Rekoske at
marekoske@gmail.com .
We expect to advertise the auction beyond our membership and encourage you to invite friends and neighbors to
attend as well. The auction is our only fundraiser of the year so please encourage non-members to attend. Participation in the picnic lunch is limited to NIHS members, so non-members should be invited to arrive after 1:00 pm.
Parking/entry is Free for picnic/auction attendees - just mention the NIHS event at the gate.
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WHO CAN HELP AT THE CONVENTION? VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!
By Barbara King
If you thought you missed the opportunity to get in on the fun of volunteering at the MRHS convention, think again.
We would love to have more volunteers who can help out by doing something they enjoy. This NIHS-hosted event
takes place July 14 – 16. Here are some examples of what you could do:


Help set up and serve pizza at Thursday evening’s Pizza Party at Cantigny Park



Greet and direct visitors at one of the tour gardens Friday or Saturday



Help in the Hospitality Suite Friday, or Saturday evening



Serve as usher at the Friday or Saturday afternoon seminars at the hotel



Help with setup or takedown of vendor rooms, leaf show or other events



Check in and place auction plants for preview; help at auction Friday evening



Staff a shift at the concierge desk; it will be open throughout the convention

There are also other ways to help, and remember that volunteers who want the full convention experience are entitled to a reduced registration fee that will let them visit all the tour gardens, attend all the seminars, and have two
excellent 4-course dinners at the hotel—features that are not available without the badge received after registering.
Additional information about the convention can be found at midwesthostasociety.org. For more details on volunteering and to sign up, contact Barbara King at bhk430@att.net or at 630-643-2263. Hope you will be joining us!

NORTHERN ILLINOIS HOSTA SOCIETY
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Hosta Happenings Best
Newsletter—Again!
Your Hosta Happenings Newsletter received the
American Hosta Society’s 2022 Award for Best
Newsletter. Our newsletter was recognized at the
recent AHS Convention held in Minnesota.
Ron Asselborn, Newsletter Editor & Publisher,
right, received the award on behalf of Northern
Illinois Hosta Society. “This is truly recognition of
our team’s effort of consistent excellence. This is
our 2nd Best Newsletter Award. I want to thank
and encourage our newsletter contributors for
their outstanding performance.” remarked Ron.
Pic by Mark Meginness
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Garden Volunteers Transforms the Cantigny Garden

Left pic from May 24— left to right—Ron
Asselborn, Roxane Gilbert, Nancy Huck,
Evelyn Bertini, Theresa Cool, Linda Lood, Gail
Collins, Dianne Barrowman & June
Vandervest.
Below pic from June 21— Diane Barrowman,
Gary McCann, Roxanne Gilbert, Linda Lood &
Judi Asselborn

The number of NIHS volunteers may be down this
year, but not their work ethic! Fifteen people, in
groups ranging in size from four to nine volunteers,
have worked in the Cantigny Park Hosta Garden
every Tuesday morning since April 26. Working
through a cold and wet spring into a sometimes
uncomfortably hot summer this team bonded. Their
efforts have transformed the garden into a showplace for all the people who will visit the park during
the summer. That includes those from throughout
the Midwest who will see it during Hostas Chicago
Style, the Midwest Regional Hosta Society Convention to be hosted by NIHS July 14 – 16.
These volunteers spent weeks removing winter’s
debris and the scilla that overgrew the garden during the early spring. Since then they have planted
and moved hostas, weeded, watered, mulched, installed stepping stones, tended, nurtured, and done
everything they could to make the hosta garden the
beautiful destination it is. They deserve much credit
for being a congenial, cohesive group whose people
work together easily to achieve a single goal: Make
the Cantigny Park Hosta Garden a special place.
Be sure to give them all a great big “Thank you!”
and “Well done!” next time you see them:

Judi Asselborn

Roxane Gilbert

Ron Asselborn

Nancy Huck

Diane Barrowman, Crew
Chief

Barbara King

Evelyn Bertini
Gary Blauser
Gail Collins
Theresa Cool

Mike Kraus
Linda Lood
Gary McCann
Paul Richardson
June Vandervest
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Sunburned Plants
Timely Information

It has been another weird spring. We had lots of rain
and cool weather. In early June, the TV weather people
were remarking on the unusual cool June we were having. Now, the temperatures have been near 100 for
several days over the last two weeks, and the discussion is about how unusual it is to have this type of heat
in June. As a result of this early, extreme heat we are
starting to see plants that are sunburned. We often talk
about scorch which is browning around the edge of the
leaf due to a combination of heat and dry soils over a
period of time. Sunburn often occurs when we have
short, sudden periods of extreme heat. It often presents as patches of faded or bleached tissue (pic) These
may be out at the end of the leaf or even right in the
middle.
Some fungal problems can resemble sunburn. If your
plant suddenly showed these bleached areas of tissue
after a period of very hot days, it is likely sunburn. If it
occurred before the heat, it may be fungal.
Management: Prior to periods of extreme heat, be
sure to water plants thoroughly to minimize the chances of both sunburn and scorch. Remove sunburned
leaves, as the damaged tissue can be an entryway for
fungal problems.

Article from Plant Health Care Report by the Morton
Arboretum, June 24, 2022

Sunburned Hostas
Top pic courtesy of The Morton Arboretum
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Dave’s View
By Dave Trollope

This month we are focusing on blues,
Beautiful Blues. Here are a selection of
blue hostas that might ‘peek’ your interest!
Imagine an evening walk, where you enjoy the
Prairie Sky as you eat a Blueberry Muffin. You
might encounter a Blue Jay as you have a Blue
Vision of the Deep Blue Sea, reminding you of a
town in Australia that shares the name of
Hadspen Blue. Cheers!

Hostas clockwise from top right: ‘Blue Vision’,
“Blueberry Muffin’, ‘Hadspen Blue’, emerging ‘Deep
Blue Sea’, mature ‘Deep Blue Sea’, ‘Blue Jay’, &
‘Prairie Sky’.
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You Are Invited to These MRHS Convention Activities!
Hosta Auction— Open to All!

Convention Hostatality

The Auction begins at 7:15 pm on
Friday July 15. A rare opportunity to
fill your garden with great plants donated by
hostaphiles.

Be sure to stop by the Hostatality Room at the
MRHS Hosta Convention July 14, 15 & 16. Snacks,
soft drinks, beer and wine will be available to enjoy as you relax and converse with your fellow
Convention goers. Hostatility hours are 8:3011:00 pm (opens at 9pm Sat) Hope to see you!

Be there for the fun and
the adventure. Bring your
wallet for that special
hosta gem!

Vendor Sales—Open to All!
Shop for special hostas and unique garden ware
from 8 vendors. Take home those special items
only available from these specialty providers.
Vendor Sales open
Thursday July 14 at 1:00
pm and continue thru
Saturday at 3:00 pm.

See the Convention Schedule for details

Members receive three issues per year of The
Hosta Journal, which includes color photos of
hostas, reports on the national convention,
scientific info concerning current research pertaining to hostas and advertisements of interest to hosta families.
Dues for one year are $30 for an individual and
$34 for a family.
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Showing Hosta Leaves & Selling Plants
At Chicago Botanic Garden
By Zoe Ingersoll

On June 4th and 5th we had a very successful Leaf Display at
the Chicago Botanic Garden. Hundreds of visitors viewed
the display and purchased plants from our vendors—Skylar's
Hostas and Uniquely Hostas.
The crowd enjoyed voting for their favorite Hosta leaves with
Hosta ‘Giantland Gator Crater’ as the big winner with 52
votes, ‘Forbidden Fruit’ got 41 votes and ‘Eskimo Pie’ was
third with 24 votes. The surprise of the day was the handdrawn vote for a visitor's top 4 choices (see pic page 2) and
one young visitor jotted down 4 pages of votes!
Lou Horton presented a seminar on Saturday offering many
suggestions on how to choose successful growing locations
based on the colors and sizes of hosta. He also shared his
"favorite four" Hostas which were ‘Eskimo Pie’, ‘Gunther's
Prize’, ‘Liberty’ and ‘Victory’.

Thanks to all of the volunteers who gave their time and energy into making this show so successful! Our vendors brought
many new and unique hostas which helped to introduce our
visitors to the many colors, sizes and shapes available. I am
already looking forward to next year's show!
Pics from top by Linda Lood, Mark Meginness & Mike Kraus
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Gorgeous Weather & Gorgeous Gardens in
New Lenox June 18

Bill Brandt is the primary gardener - pic above &
left gesturing. Leslie Brandt , above in jeans, is
speaking with the Morrows.

The Brandt’s gorgeous gardens showed an artist’s touch with the
garden art mixed throughout and various vignettes as displayed
here. The plant selection, the weather, the grooming & the vignettes all combined for a wonderful walk.

Pics by Ron
Asselborn
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Gorgeous Weather & Gorgeous Gardens in New
Lenox continued

Jeff Alton, below on right,
developed his series of lovely garden rooms on a heavily wooded sloping hillside.
He has performed the work
himself and transformed a
wild thicket into a serene
and peaceful setting complete with a dining overlook.

Pics by Ron Asselborn
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New Member Welcome!!

Welcome to our newest hostaphile!

Join the Northern Illinois Hosta Society
Join the NIHS by going to our website
www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and scroll over on
the navigation bar to Membership. You can pay your membership dues on-line on our secure server or print out an application form and mail to our membership secretary with a
check payable to NIHS. Pls mail to: Stevie Meginness,

Membership Secretary, 84 Dunham Place, St. Charles, IL
60174 with your check for $25. Please include your
name(s), address, phone #, and current email address.

Family membership dues of $25 for 2 years include
email versions of 5 newsletters.
Email us at NI.hosta@gmail.com. Call Stevie at 331-2354114 . Visit our website @
www.NorthernIllinoisHostaSociety.org and visit us on
Facebook.



Tom & Karen Liston, McHenry



Art & Chris Mara, Woodridge



Kirk & Joy Valko, Dundee



Arsenia Williams, Chicago
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Hosta Garden Walk June 25
Zacker’s Shining Garden

After the morning rains , Molly & Dave Zacker’s garden shone like jewels. Molly is pictured top right accepting the plaque from Mark Rekoske & Dave is pictured above in bright green shirt. Their garden was lush and displayed beautifully on the hillsides surrounding the backyard. The garden view from the deck
view was luxuriant. Their copper water feature created a stunning focal point.
Well done!
Pics by Ron Asselborn
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Hosta Garden Walk June 25
Bertini’s Woodland Wonderland

Ev Bertini is
pictured in
the top pic,
far right,
identifying a
hosta.

Pics by Ron
Asselborn

Ev Bertini’s garden is filled with
meandering paths that immerse the
visitor in a cultivated woodland
with vignettes around every bend.
The visitor delights in the huge variety of the newest hostas and companion plants. Ev & Don battled the
buckthorn and won!
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Purple Coneflowers
By Glenn Herold
My prairie garden reaches its peak in height and flower diversity
around midsummer. The assortment of plants and blooms is a
magnet for bees, butterflies, and birds.
A staple of my prairie and, for that matter, my perennial border, is
the genus Echinacea, commonly known as coneflower. This member of the daisy family (Asteraceae or Compositae) consists of nine
species, all of which are native to eastern and central North America. Originally, Wisconsin was home to just one species, Echinacea
pallida, the pale purple coneflower, but now Echinacea purpurea,
purple coneflower, is widely distributed as well. Theodore S.
Cochrane and Hugh H. Iltis, in their book Atlas of the Wisconsin
Prairie and Savanna Flora state that purple coneflower is indigenous to the south of Wisconsin and was first collected as an escape
from its native habitat in Dane County in 1951. This is the species
that is most commonly seen in home gardens.
Echinacea pallida was once a common prairie plant in the Midwest,
but is now considered threatened in Wisconsin due to destruction
of habitat and collection of roots for medicinal purposes. It can still
be seen in prairie remnants and railroad rights-of-way in the southern counties of the Dairy State. In my garden, it stands 3 to 4 feet
tall, but takes up very little ground space, so it works well with other perennials as well as on the prairie.
Coneflowers are easy to grow on any well-drained soil in full sun to
part shade. Starting to bloom in late June, they continue to produce flowers until fall. The novice gardener can look forward to
sure success with this tough as nails plant. (The same can’t be said
for some of the cultivars, however. More on that later.) Once established they are quite drought tolerant. The common Echinacea
purpurea has purple flowers, but cultivars of this species have flowers in hues of red, orange, yellow, peach, white, and even green.
Both single and double flowered cultivars exist, but if you wish to
attract birds to feed on the fruit, use single flowered cultivars, for
double flowers will not produce seed. Leave the seed-topped
plants in your garden through the winter to attract goldfinches and
Continued next page

All pics by Glen Herold
Echinaceas pictured from top:
pallida, purpurea, Powwow Wild Berry &
Powwow White
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Purple Coneflowers
continued

other overwintering birds.
Popularity of Purple Coneflower surged in 1998 when the cultivar
‘Magnus’ was selected the Perennial Plant of the Year by the Perennial Plant Association. The first double flowered cultivar was bred in
2003. Cultivar numbers really exploded about the same time when
hybridizers started to cross Echinacea purpurea with the yellow flowered Echinacea paradoxa and other species. I have tried numerous
cultivars in my garden and have had mixed success with them. Some
lack vigor, while others readily revert back to the purple color
of Echinacea purpurea.
Without doubt the finest cultivar that I have grown is Powwow™
Wild Berry, named an All-American plant selection in 2010. It blooms
prolifically on a 2-foot plant without the task of deadheading spent
flowers. More recently, Powwow™ White was introduced but I have
found it to be less profuse in its flower production and vigor. Close
behind is Kismet™ ‘Raspberry.’ The two-foot plant is topped with an
abundance of raspberry red flowers. Another compact selection that
I’m excited about is ‘Virgin.’ It blooms late into the fall with pure
white flowers. Other great performers in my garden are ‘Hot
Papaya’, a 3-foot double red selection, ‘Kim’s Knee High’, which has
clear pink flowers on a 1-to-2-foot plant, and ‘Summer Sun’, a 3-foottall variety with red-orange flowers. ‘Cheyenne Spirit’, an AllAmerican Selection in 2013, is a seed-grown variety that comes in an
assortment of colors, including purple, pink, red, orange, yellow,
cream and white.
Purple coneflowers are dependable plants that will fit into any sunfilled garden. With well over 100 cultivars to choose from, some are
certainly right for you. Though all do not perform as well as advertised, you will have a lot of fun, and a few frustrations, finding the
right fit for your garden and site. Even the species Echinacea purpurea and Echinacea pallida are great plants and worthy of a garden
spot. The birds will love you for it!
Reprinted with permission from Glen Herold’s “The Cottage Gardener” at
https://thecottagegardener53012.wordpress.com/

Echinaceas this page from Top:
Kismet Raspberry, Hot Papaya, Kim’s Knee &
paradoxa
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AHS Convention Minneapolis
A Gathering of Hosta Gardeners & Gardens

The Metro Minneapolis Tour
Gardens were uniformly
excellent. Over 300 conventioneers toured 10 gardens
over 2 days. Outstanding hostas in outstanding gardens
with friendly garden hosts
and great weather made this
event unforgettable!

Pics by Ron Asselborn

PS—the Hosta Auction on
Friday evening brought in
over $40,000 to the AHS.
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AHS Convention Minneapolis
continued

More of the exquisite
Tour Garden views,
above & right. Leaf Show
winners draw spectator
attention, lower left.
Pics by Ron Asselborn
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Damn Right I’ve Got the Blues
Stand-Out Hostas
by Mike Shadrack
The boisterous H. ‘Blueberry Waffles’ is a large blue hosta
that does really well around here. It took a little time to present itself properly but once it did, wow. The plant stands two
- and one-half feet tall and some of its leaves are enormous.
The leaves, which are a delightful pale shade of blue, are
heavily veined and intensely corrugated. They often have the
look of crumpled paper.
H. ‘Tarheel Blue’ is probably the best medium sized blue in
our hosta garden. The plant grew well and quickly established
itself. The shade where it grows is very deep and the powdery
-blue coloration really shines. It grows to about 15 inches tall
but the leaves are large for a medium sized hosta. They are
deeply veined and somewhat cupped. The clump is very flat
so, at maturity, it needs space.
Nearly everybody is going to say that H. ‘Blue Mouse Ears’ is
their favorite little blue hosta so forgive me if I go for something different H. ‘Baby Blue Eyes’ is a pert little hosta standing only six or so inches tall. The leaves are of good substance
and are dramatically pointed and slightly wavy and cupped. In
the right location it is a fairly fast grower (for a blue) and increases well although too much sun will turn those blue
leaves a little greener.
“On the Edge” I know that it is a very old cultivar but H.
‘Francee’ is the first hosta I ever bought and what a plant. In
the hands of others’, it has produced, to date, 80 sports. These
include Hostas ‘Patriot’, ‘Pathfinder’ and ‘Revolution’. All
those years ago I mis-read the label and for a long while I
called it Hosta Fransec. A medium sized green hosta with a
crisp white edge, it grows
well and presents itself
proudly in the hosta garden. There are lots of
green hostas with a white
edge but I promise you
that this is one of the
best. The reason that

these very old hostas are still available is because
they are so good.
H. ‘Little Wonder’ is one of my favorite little hostas.
It rarely grows more than eight inches high and the
midgreen leaves have a prominent white margin.
The two things that I really like about this plant is
that the clump, even when it gets quite large, is very
tight. There is little space between the leaves and
each has to fight hard for its place in the light. Secondly, the variegation is very regular. The bright
white edge is pretty much the same width throughout the plant. If there is to be a downside it might be
that the purple flowers are held on very tall scapes
which look a little out of proportion.
For many years H. ‘Paradise Expectations’ was the
biggest hosta in our garden. This huge Dutch sport
of H. ‘Great Expectations’ is also a good looker. The
large blue-green leaves are framed by a wide
creamy-yellow border and dip their pointed ends
towards the ground. Planted towards the rear of the
hosta bed it is guaranteed to catch the eye. A fairly
fast grower with heavy substance this hosta, I regret
to say, is way better than its English mother.

Hostas
clockwise
from top:

Reprinted from Hosta la Vista newsletter of Western New York Hosta Society Mar/Apr 2022
Pics from Hosta Library

‘Blueberry
Waffles’,
‘Paradise
Expectations’, ‘ Tarheel Blue’.
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